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Public Office 

Hours  
8.15am - 3.30pm 
Monday - Friday 
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Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau,  
 

This week we have been absolutely blessed with calm warm summer days     
allowing us to undertake a number of key calendar events. It is wonderful to 
have learners engaging in and experiencing the breadth of opportunities        
underpinning our school wide curriculum. Enriching student learning and        
their wellbeing through amazing events beyond the classroom is key, from    
student leadership to student participation and celebration there are many     
fertile opportunities for learning moments that may often go unrecognised. Team work,                 
collaboration, planning, organisation, safety management and risk assessment, competition and   
participation, self management, shared values, unity and collaboration, and so much more. The      
significant support and encouragement you provide as parents and caregivers is clearly evident as 
our learners arrive motivated and prepared to engage and participate as they do - thank you for the 
partnership we share with you and your students as they learn at Garin.   
 

The College wairua was alive and celebrated throughout our House Games Day on Tuesday with each 
of the houses Aubert, McAuley, Barbier and MacKillop vieing for supremacy in friendly yet              
determined competition. In a rainbow of house colours, the day opened with the whole school ‘Jump 
Jam’ followed by ‘House Chants’ followed by a full day of immense fun and competition. Thank you 
to our Sport Leaders Margeaux and Tom for their energy throughout house sports day in motivating 
and encouraging all students, also a huge thankyou our house captains for their determination and 
commitment in promoting house spirit, fun and competition.  
 

On Tuesday evening ‘Twilight Notes’ was celebrated in the performing arts outdoor amphitheatre. 
‘Twilight Notes’ is Garin’s long running performance evening that showcases established and     
emerging musical talent. Students, parents, whānau and staff settled in and enjoyed a most         
wonderful evening of musical performance and entertainment. I particularly thank our Arts Leaders 
Josh Hall,  Millie Pumphery, Alice McCabe and our music teacher Mr Muir and arts coordinator Sarah 
Pumphry for their energy and commitment to make this event such a success. 
 

Mid week our senior learners of te reo Māori journeyed to Onetahua Marae, Pōhara, Golden Bay for 
their noho marae experience, thank you to Matua Simon Pimm and Senora Judith Davies for their 
leadership and support for our learners in te reo and tikanga. 
 

Thank you to Elysia and Luca, our academic leaders for highlighting and celebrating Pi Day today. The 
day saw our Mathematicians challenging each other to the most Pi digits, memorised, puzzles and 
Quizzes. Congratulations to Holly Butler with more than 104 digits memorised. Pi Day celebration is a 
day of fun activities that enriches and deepens our learners engagement of the concepts of Pi and 
mathematics. 
 

Parents and caregivers attended our NCEA Parent Information evening this week, having a clear    
understanding of the NCEA assessment processes and systems is a sure way to support your          
student’s success. If you were unable to attend or have further questions about NCEA assessment 
please do communicate with your student’s subject teacher, whānau teacher or year level Dean.  

 

Next week year 10 learners head out on their Te Haerenga Waka (Guardianship) Journey at        
Marahau. Students will celebrate the great outdoors and their connectedness as a community of 
shared faith and spirituality. The journey is a time for our students to slow down, reflect and          
contemplate their path as students at Garin. I thank our staff, Ms Gray, Mrs Walter, Mrs Lau, Mr   
Penman, Mrs Davies, Mrs Furlong-Taylor and Mrs Brodie who will lead and support our students next 
week. 
 

Summer tournament - we wish our teams every success in their events next week 
including our Senior A Volleyball travelling to Palmerston North. 
 

Throughout lent “Let us pray for one another so that, by sharing in the victory of Christ,  
we may open our doors to the weak and poor. Then we will be able to experience and  

share to the full the joy of Easter.” Pope Francis  
 

Mā te Atua koe e tiaki - May God be with you 
John Maguire, Principal 

 From our Principal, John Maguire 

Take a Moment: 

“In a world filled with change, the stability of God is comforting.  When faced 
with unexpected challenges, we can always take refuge in him.”         Gary Zimak                                      
 

 



 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Year 9 & 10 Teacher  
Parent Conferences 

 
 

7th - 8th April 
 

3.30pm - 5.30pm 
 

In the R Block 
 

 

" 
Teaching & Learning @ Garin College 

S c h o o l  C a l e n d a r :  
 
 

Mon 22nd - 26th March - Year 10 Journey Camps 

Fri 26th March - Club Garin AGM - 1.30pm 

Tues 30th March - Chrism Mass - 11.40am 

Fri 2nd - Tuesday 6th April - Easter Holidays 

Wed 7th - Thurs 8th April - Year 9 & 10 Teacher/  

Parent Conferences 
 

Fri 16th April - Last Day Term 1 
 

Mon 3rd May - Term 2 Begins 

 
 
 
 

 
Ngai Tahu Tuition Funding 

Ngai Tahu has a tuition fund available for all students who are registered with Ngai Tahu.  
NumberWorks’nWords has been nominated as an accredited provider of Maths and English tuition up 

to Year 11, for which Ngai Tahu students can receive tuition in Maths or English. Application forms 
for this funding can be filled in on the Ngai Tahu website https://ngaitahu.iwi.nz/whanau/opportunities/

tahua-taunaki-akonga-learner-support-fund/. For more information contact Kimberly at Number-
Works’nWords Richmond by phone on 03 390 9370 or email richmond@numberworks.com.  

Applications for Term 2 tuition funding close on Monday 19th April. 

Garin College Choir/Vocal Group 

Garin College is re-establishing our choir/vocal group and encourages 

all interested students to attend the following practice time: 

Tuesday - Interval 10.40—11.10am 

Thursday - Lunchtime 1—1.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be learning a range of musical styles and look forward to  

performing at future school and community events. 

 

Further enquires please contact Ms Penno: jspenno@hotmail.com 

Chess Club 
Every Thursday lunch time in the library  

For beginners and players of all levels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

See you there! 

https://ngaitahu.iwi.nz/whanau/opportunities/tahua-taunaki-akonga-learner-support-fund/
https://ngaitahu.iwi.nz/whanau/opportunities/tahua-taunaki-akonga-learner-support-fund/
mailto:burnside@numberworks.com


 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL John 12:24-26 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I tell you for certain 
that a grain of wheat that falls on the ground will 
never be more than one grain unless it dies. But if it 
dies, it will produce lots of wheat. If you love your 
life, you will lose it. If you serve me, you must go 
with me. My servants will be with me wherever I am. 
If you serve me, my Father will honour you.” 

 

The whole purpose of Jesus’ existence is to redeem us 
through Calvary and his life. Jesus by his message and 
life speaks to the hearts of all people, and the        
message is the message of today’s Gospel - unless you 
die to yourself you will not have life in you. The call of 
Lent is for a change of heart, a turning back to God is 
echoed once more. It is Christ’s journey to death and            
resurrection that draws us to him. We are, in a way, 
the fruits of that journey and within us is implanted 
its seed. 

 

 

Year 11 Journey Camp Student voice: 
 

“We reached Canaan Downs to find out we have no reception. You must be wondering how could a group of 
teenagers survive?!!  
 
We decided to get as distracted as we could with the beautiful surroundings around us. So after we set up our 
tents where we would sleep for the next two days, every student participated in an activity.  
 
“A group of 15 students went to do navigation towards Howards Hole. The walk was very long and painful. We 
learnt how to use a compass and map appropriately.  Our legs cramping, sweat trickling down our backs, it was 
hard. But after the navigation we felt a sense of accomplishment”. 
 
“We did Mountain Biking. It was a very fun experience for a large group of us because for some of us MTB is one 
of our favourite hobbies. We’re glad that we could join it with people we enjoy”. 
 
“In the evening once we had all finished our activities, we freshened up and had burgers and wedges for dinner”.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Special Character Term 1, Week 5 
 

 

 

This Sunday is the 5th Sunday of Lent 

‘A grain of wheat’’ 



 
 
 

Year 11 Journey Camp Student voice: 
 
 

 

“It was really cold in the morning, as our generation would say  “#hyperthermia” this was where the phrase would 
work perfectly. Waking up to the cold air entering our tents didn’t stop us from continuing on with our day”. 
 
“Group one along with four other groups were ready to start their activities. Today, group 1 was ready to conquer 
another challenge, rock climbing and caving. For some of us these were our biggest challenges and for the others it 
was very easy. “For me caving was the biggest highlight for camp. Whilst rock climbing was the biggest challenge for 
me”,  Overall the experience for the activities on Tuesday was spectacular”. 
 
“After having a warm dinner it was time for reflection, each student read out a prayer from their reflection booklets. 
To conclude, some people were either playing manhunt whilst the rest of the group sat around a warm fire having a 
conversation with friends, Whenua Iti staff and teachers”.  
 
“I woke up looking forward to the delicious breakfast of spaghetti on toast when I heard the rain and wind rasping 
against the tent making it shiver! My tent was wet on the inside from the previous people”. 
 
“As our camp came to an end and the final activities of caving, navigation, mountain biking and rock climbing came 
to a close we were extremely tired. We thanked our camping instructors and made our way back home to sunny  
Nelson and to our much warmer beds”.  
 
“On behalf of the YR 11 camp groups, we would like to thank the Whenua Iti staff, the owners of the campsite and 
Garin College Staff for making this camp possible. Turns out a group of teenagers can survive without our phones 
and social media. #POSSIBLE #CAMP #WEDIDITTOGETHER”. 

 

 



 
 

Twilight Notes 2021 
 

It was a wonderful feeling Wednesday night to be able to open up 

the Amphitheatre and once again share some amazing musical     

performances by Garin Students with our community. 
 

In true Garin spirit, students volunteered to help setup, work the 

sound desk and even cook the barbeque. A great start to               

celebrating the Arts for our 2021 Arts Captains and new music    

teacher Liam Muir. 
 

We had a wonderful assortment of acts both covers and original           

compositions, by students from Year 9 to Year 13. They ranged from a 

violin virtuoso by Theo Parker to a delightful piano duet by Yukino Sato and Saeka Kaneko to     

students air guitaring it along with Thomas Carney.  
 

The highlights of the evening had to be Andre and Kelli’s performance of Summer Nights and Mr 

Maguire’s acoustic rendition of Sandman by America.   
 

The lovely thing about Twilight Notes is that it provides the opportunity for all Garin students to 

share their musical talents, as Mr Maguire said “it's about having a go”. 

The night was rounded off beautifully with Susannah Sam’s singing Lord I need you by Matt Mayer.  
 

The Sheilagh Winn regional Shakespeare competitions are on next Saturday, March 27th at 

Nayland College, from 9am-5pm. Tickets are $6 for adults and $4 for students. A fantastic             

opportunity to see a wide range of Shakespearean Acts from across the region. Garin College has 

four teams entering this year and it would be great to have friends and family in the audience for 

support. 

10 



 

 

 

 

 

 From the Sports Desk … 

Tasman Secondary Schools Athletics Championships 2021  
 

A team of 16 Garin College athletes competed at the Tasman Secondary Schools Athletics           
Championships held at Saxton Athletics Field on Tuesday, 16 March. The students participated in a 
range of track and field events and achieved some outstanding results. Eight students achieved a top 
four finish including:  
- Flynn Gilsenan, 1st U14 boys discus throw 
- Ivan Prendiville, 2nd 16+ boys 100m 
- Flynn Mackie, 2nd U14 boys 400m 
- Amy Oliver, 2nd U15 girls 200m 
- Misha Worboys, 1st 16+ boys high jump.  
 

Some of our students have qualified for South Island Secondary Schools Athletics Championships to 
be held in Christchurch in April:  
 

Misha's jump of 1.78m broke a Garin College record set in 2007 by 4cm and set a new benchmark for 
senior boys high jump for the college.  
 

Congratulations to all athletes on their achievements and for being  
such fine ambassadors for the school on the day. 



Tasman Secondary School Athletics Championships 2021  



GARIN COLLEGE HOUSE GAMES DAY GARIN COLLEGE HOUSE GAMES DAY 



WELLBEING CORNER 

 

 

Jay Blazek is in his 4th year here at Garin College, visiting every Monday from 2:00-3:00pm. 
He is available for any student or small group of students to answer questions regarding alcohol and other 
drugs, and any struggles you may be having around them. Issues around pressure from friends, impact on your 
goals and values, or concern for the well-being of a family member or friend--any question is OK. He provides 
confidential, factual information so that students can make informed decisions about alcohol and other drugs. 
 
Jay moved here from Seattle, U.S.A. 8 years ago with his wife 
and two boys, who are both currently at University. Jay was a 
neon light artist and business owner there for over 20 years. 
Since moving to New Zealand, he worked previous to his       
current role at Nelson Bays Primary Health at the Youth Hub in 
Nelson and the YMCA Alternative Education programme. He 
likes to play guitar, ride his bicycle, and read in his spare time. 
 
This photo is from a recent day trip up to the ridge above Para-
chute Rocks at Lake Rotoiti. Jay loves getting out in the hills and 
enjoying the amazing wilderness we have on offer in our region! 

Club Garin AGM 
All Welcome 

Friday 26th March at 1.30pm 
Please RSVP: achieve@garincollege.ac.nz 

CHRISM MASS 
2021 

  
Please join with Priests and                

parishioners from the parishes of the 
Top of the South 

for the 2021 Chrism Mass. 
 

Held this year at Garin College,  
35 Champion Road  

Tuesday 30 March at 11.40am 
 

Seating will be available on the Gym floor  
for those unable to ascend to the public gallery. 

  

 

OUR KIDS ONLINE 
 

Glenda from Brightwater School promoted an 

evening for parents to attend a presentation 

about "OUR KIDS ONLINE"  
 

Glenda has shared these notes with you as 

there are significant learnings, understandings 

and actions one could take as a teacher/staff 

member, parent, caregiver or whānau to      

support and guide our young as they navigate 

their world safely.  

To view document please click here 

mailto:file:///C:/Users/sarahturner/Downloads/OKO%20Safety%20Information%20Evening%20Follow%20Up.pdf
mailto:file:///C:/Users/sarahturner/Downloads/OKO%20Safety%20Information%20Evening%20Follow%20Up.pdf

