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Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau, 

 

It is with great admiration and pleasure I announce the impressive academic 
achievement of our senior students who have gained a combined total of three 
scholarships in 2021. Max Francis Outstanding Scholarship - English, John Noble 
- Religious Education, Emma Jones - Technology. We congratulate and thank 
each and every student for their commitment and diligence throughout the 
year. Our students have been taught and nurtured by their equally dedicated and professional teach-
ers who tirelessly encouraged, guided and motivated these students and all students entering NCEA 
and scholarship examinations. NCEA results at all year levels are very pleasing again this year, as can 
be seen in the results graphs below. I thank all students, whānau, teachers and support staff for all 
that has been achieved in 2020.   

On Monday 1 March is our Garin College Academic Colours full school assembly where we celebrate 
along with parents, caregivers and whānau the academic success of our learners in 2020 Level 1, 2 
and 3 NCEA. This will be a wonderful celebration as students receive their Maroon   Colours or their 
Gold Colours to reflect the level of attainment they have reached. We welcome parents, caregivers 
and whānau to join us at this event to celebrate and support our students.  

 

Year 9 Parent evening next Wednesday 3 March 5.30pm. This evening is to give all Year 9 parents the 
opportunity to hear key messages relevant to their child settling into learning and life in Garin, and 
messages that will support you in how to use the parent portal, how to view our two weekly Te Aho 
reports and why these are significant to tracking progress of your student. Most importantly it gives 
us some time to experience kanohi te kanohi - face to face connection with class teachers to hear the 
expectations in each subject area, to see the classrooms where your child attends each day. Teachers 
will outline the mahi they are doing with each class. We look forward to this and know from previous 
meetings that parents find it a great opportunity to meet other parents but also to feel like they  
really know what is happening for their child at Garin.  
 

The year is now in full swing with plenty of learning, sports, cultural and Arts events being promoted 
to our students at assemblies, students are encouraged to sign up for all events on our Garin home 
page. Classrooms are looking great as I visit areas of the College, with students settled and engaged 
in their learning.  

 

Thank you to our students, parents, caregivers and community for gathering in prayerful 
unity to celebrate at our Garin Opening mass. Thank you to Father Seph Pijfers for his    
spiritual leadership and guidance as our College  Chaplain.  As we travel the Lenten Journey 
together, and prepare for the risen Lord at Easter, let us reach out and be present to those 
who face obstacles and challenges 

in their lives, through our prayers and our      
compassion, may we bring about change 
bringing peace and love into the lives of       
others.  

He taonga nui a tatou tamariki  
– “The greatest gift is our children” 

 

God Bless 
John Maguire 

 From our Principal, John Maguire 

Take a Moment: 

“The world is changed by your example, not your opinion.” 
                                                                              Do Something Beautiful for God ST. MOTHER TERESA 

 

S c h o o l  C a l e n d a r :  

Mon 1st March - Academic Colours 

Wed 3rd March - Meet the Teacher, Year 9 Learners  

Mon 8th - 12th March - Year 11 Journey Camps 

Wed 17th March - House Games Day 

Mon 22nd - 26th March - Year 10 Journey Camps 

Fri 2nd - Tuesday 6th April - Easter Holidays 

  



 

 
This week is the Second Sunday of Lent: 
The ‘Transfiguration’: Romans 8:31, 38-39 
Psalm 103 Mark 9:2-10    
 
The ancient stories, much like the        
parables of Jesus, call us to think very 
seriously about who God is. In this week’s 
gospel Jesus is beginning his journey    
towards Jerusalem and the fate that 
awaits him there. But the start of that 
journey is delayed by this awesome     
moment of revelation that we know as the 
Transfiguration – the moment when Jesus 
is glorified and revealed as the beloved 
Son of God, Messiah.  
 
The appearance of Moses and Elijah links Jesus with the expectations of the Jewish people. Moses,   
representing the Law, and Elijah, the prophets, looked forward to God’s supreme intervention in human 
affairs (Jesus). The desire of the disciples to preserve the moment by building shelters was in contrast 
to Jesus’ aim of continuing the journey to its final outcome. Jesus’ own intimate relationship with God 
offers a comprehensive picture of God’s own nature – forgiving, loving, healing, redeeming. 
 
 

PSALM 103  

 
The Lord is kind and merciful  

With all my heart I praise the Lord, and with all that I am I praise his holy name!  
With all my heart I praise the Lord! I will never forget how kind he has been.  

 The Lord is merciful! He is kind and patient, and his love never fails.  
How great is God’s love for all who worship him? Greater than the distance between heaven and earth! 
 

 
 

Meet the Teacher  
Year 9 Learners  

3rd March 
 

 
Garin College welcomes all whānau of Year 9 learners to meet their Year 9 teachers on Wednesday 
3rd March (5:30 - 7pm) 
 
This is an opportunity for whānau to meet the teachers of their children early in the school year in a 
more informal setting than traditional parent/teacher interviews. Transition from one school to another 
is a big deal for many Garin learners and whānau, and this is another way we can support this      
transition.  
 
The idea is a mini “day in the life of” - so whānau can see different parts of the school and be familiar 
with some of the spaces their students may talk about.  
 
They are intended as brief meetings where parents come in and spend a short time with each Year 9 
class teacher outlining:  

 General introductions  
 Introduction to Learning Topic 
 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

 Special Character Term 1, Week 4 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Garin College Staff Complete Te Aho Reports in Term 1 for: 
 

 25th February 

 11th March 

 25th March 
 8th April 
 

Te Aho Reports focus on: 
 

Personal Excellence: When a Garin Learner has developed the Christian values and                
capabilities to enable them to lead a fulfilling, successful and healthy life by making a positive           
contribution to their local community.  
 

Academic Excellence: When a Garin Learner has developed learning skills and specific 
knowledge, skills and understanding that enable them to flourish in their chosen pathways.  
 

The rubric for Te Aho reports 
can be found on this link click 
here                                                 

 

To access Te Aho Reports please follow these steps: 

1. Log into KAMAR Parent Portal 
 
2. Click the “Results” tab 

 
3.   This will open up the Te Aho Report Data - From 
here you can look at individual subjects or Te Aho 
across all subjects 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Special Character Term 1, Week 4 

 

Property Survey Parent and Caregiver Consultation 
 

The Garin College Property Committee is currently developing the schools property plan. 
 
The next step in the Committee’s process is to develop a ‘gaps, needs and wishes analysis’ that will help inform 
ongoing planning. 
 

It is now time to gather feedback from parents and caregivers of Garin College. Parents and caregivers have 
been be emailed a survey link to complete.  
 

We ask all those who would like to participate to please fill in the survey before the 1st of March.  
Please don't hesitate to email Roman Birch: romanbirch@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz if you have any questions. 
 

Thank you, your voice is welcomed and valued.  

Te Aho Reports Years 9 - 13 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14xucjNa40fiMOBgeWJgRG-R8RuhJrRG14W8eXYs8djI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14xucjNa40fiMOBgeWJgRG-R8RuhJrRG14W8eXYs8djI/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:romanbirch@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz


YEAR 9 JOURNEY CAMP 
 

Highlights from our students: 
 

 Making new friends   
 The Flying Kiore was an amazing experience. I loved doing this activity  
 I liked meeting new people. Everyone was kind and caring to each other 
 I found all of camp fun but it was challenging sometimes 
 Kayaking was challenging but an amazing experience    
 I enjoyed the day at kaiteriteri 
 Kayaking was great!  
 I enjoyed making new friends. Camp helped me to get to know new people 
 I liked doing the raft building  
 I enjoyed the kayaking 
 My favourite experience was most      

definitely spot light  
 I enjoyed doing the high ropes they 

were a good height- not too high 

THE FLYING KIWI 
 

I heard myself say 3,2,1 and hear myself scream while 
my classmates lifted me up. They seemed so small from 

where I was. I was so high in the sky, I didn't want to 
look down. I glimpsed down at the ground and I realised 

that the view was so nice. I saw the top of the highest 
trees, I saw the other groups doing their activities, I saw 
the farms of peoples and I could even see the city from 
where I was. As much as I didn't want to be up there I 

had to admire the view and how amazing it was. 
 

Elijah Inwood 



Year 9 Journey Camp  

Camp 
I heard the other kids splashing in the water. 

I felt the sand between my toes. 
I saw the ocean as I was kayaking. 

I felt the nice cool water as I reached my 
hand over the side of the kayak. 

I wondered what might be under me as I 
kayaked. 
By Costa  



 

 

WELLBEING CORNER 
 

Kia ora, my name is Julia I am the second school guidance        
counsellor at Garin College this year. I graduated with a degree in           
counselling from NMIT in 2018. Since then, I have specialised in 
working with rangatahi and tamariki (young people and children), 
providing counselling to those who need it. I have a private practice, 
and contract to other agencies and schools.  

 

I have 4 children and a dog named   
Rosie. I enjoy being around people, 
talking, laughing, trying every            
restaurant and cafe, and experiencing 
new things. I love adventures and    
going on random holidays to see what 
exciting things we can find. I also, in my down time, and for self care, 
enjoy going on walks with my family, being able to get out in the        
sunshine and nature and being able to take in all the amazing views 
that Nelson has to offer. 
Please feel free to come and chat with me if you ever need anything. 

Have a great week! 

From the Sports Desk: 
Year 13 student Abbey Smale represented Garin in the South Island Makos    
Secondary Schools Open Water Swimming Championships held at Akaroa on 
20 February. The 5km swim was also part of the New Zealand Open Water  
series, which Abbey currently leads. Abbey had an absolutely awesome swim, 
finishing 1st woman and 4th overall in the event with only a couple of 
minutes separating the first four place getters. Her success at the 
event earned her Gold in the Open Women's Age Group and Gold in 
the South Island Secondary Schools Championship. Abbey will         
represent Garin at the New Zealand Secondary Schools Nationals 
Open Water Swimming Championships in Rotoroa in a few weeks' 
time. We congratulate Abbey on her outstanding success last       
weekend and wish her all the best for Nationals. 
 

TSS Tennis Championships:  During the week the Tasman Secondary 
Schools Senior Tennis Championships were held at Richmond and 
Hope Tennis Courts. Yr 11 student Ali Hemesath partnered with a student from Nayland College in the cup 
division, while Harry Pugh and Sean Hillberg represented Garin College in the championship. The Garin       
students had a great day on the courts. We especially congratulate Harry (Year 11) and Sean (Year 10), who 
came second after a tough match in the final against Year 13 students from Marlborough Boys College. 

Vinnie Thompson (Enduro) and Cameron Price (Enduro and Cross Country)               
represented Garin College in the Tasman Secondary Schools Mountain Biking                   
Championships held at Silvan Forest MTB Park during the week. Riding in hot and dusty conditions on              
challenging courses the boys did very well to achieve results that rank in the upper middle of their divisions.  


