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Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau,   
 

This week we have enjoyed warm sunny evenings as we hosted parents 
and caregivers to their parent teacher conferences for Year 9 and 10 
learners. I particularly thank Mr Cumming and all our teachers for the 
most wonderful hospitality they extended to all whānau gathered and 
engaged in their conferences. There was certainly a positive, relaxed 
vibe evident throughout the Redwood Centre.  As I was engaging with parents and      
caregivers moving between conferences, I was impressed and overwhelmed by the    
positive response and gratitude received as parents and caregivers acknowledged the 
professionalism and commitment of our teachers. A key theme was that their students 
loved school, were building great friendships.  Whānau also acknowledge that their   
teachers know their learners and have well developed relationships that promote     
learner engagement and success. Thank you to all for your attendance, your inquiry and 
support is contributing to the overall success of our learners. We look forward to the 
year ahead. 

 
Strong connections between schools and parents and whānau are essential to  

accelerating children’s achievement - ERO Partners in learning (2016)  
 
In these concluding weeks of term 1, our Senior learners have been fully engaged in    
learning and assessment. I commend them on their planning, preparation and             
commitment to giving of their best throughout the term. We look forward to welcoming 
parents and whānau to the Year 11 - 13 Parent teacher conferences 19 - 20 May Term 2 
Week 3. Please mark these dates on your calendar. 
 
As autumn nestles in, we are reminded to ensure all students are preparing their winter 
uniform. From the start of term 2 to the end of term 3 winter uniform is to be worn by 
all students. Students are required to maintain a high standard in the wearing of their 
uniform. Staff will monitor, support and encourage students to achieve this. If for any 
reason your child is unable to wear the correct uniform, we ask that you provide a note 
or email message to their whānau teacher. A uniform pass will be issued to a student by 
the whānau teacher enabling reasonable time to support the student and family achieve 
uniform requirement. 
 
Have a restful weekend 
 
God Bless 
Ngā mihi nui 
John Maguire  
Principal 

 

 From our Principal, John Maguire 

Take a Moment: 

“Nothing is IMPOSSIBLE, the word itself says I’M POSSIBLE” 
Audrey Hepburn 

 

 

S c h o o l  C a l e n d a r :  
 

 

Fri 16th April - Term 1 ends 

Mon 3rd May - Term 2 begins 

 

If your son/daughter is sick and can’t come to school, or will need to leave school during the 

day for an important medical appointment etc, please contact the school by one of the       

following 2 options only: 
 

Phone: 03-543 9488 

or our NEW Email address: attendance@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz 
 

Thank you for supporting your child and our College. 

New Attendance Contact:  

https://www.google.com/search?q=garin+college&rlz=1C1GCEU_enNZ822NZ823&oq=garin+college&aqs=chrome.0.69i59l2j69i64j69i59j69i61j69i60l3.1220j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:attendance@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz


Year 9 2021 - Learner Competencies 

As part of our Strategic Plan - Ako Learning - we have explored in 2020, a project whereby the Garin 
College group identified a particular aspect of practice for evolution and growth.  
 
We surveyed/interviewed Garin learners, Garin staff, Garin Whanau and Garin Alumni. Common 
themes for growth were learner capabilities related to the Aotearoa New Zealand Key Competencies 
and in particular:  
 

1.  Self Management -  a related concept in te ao Māori would be Rangatiratanga  

2.  Collaboration -  a related concept in te ao Māori would be Mahi Tahi  

3.  Communication -  a related concept in te ao Māori would Kōrero  

4.  Problem Solving -  a related concept in te ao Māori would be Whakatau Kaupapa  

 
These capabilities directly impact our wellbeing and community focus and are not isolated from one 
another. 
 

 

Rangatiratanga for Term 1 - 2         
focuses on: 
 
There are three levels to engaging in    
learner capabilities. These are: 
 

   Emerging 

   Effective 

   Exemplary  

 
When a learner makes a meaningful     
decision that they are at an exemplary   
level they will complete a 2 -3 minute 
presentation to their whānau class. The 
presentation must be booked in advance 
with the whānau teacher and must include 
evidence and experiences. If successful, 
learners receive a learner capability badge 
which is in recognition of their growth as a 
learner. 

 

" 
Teaching & Learning @ Garin College 



Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women.  
 

“ Behold, like the clay of the potter’s hand, so you are in my hand”. Jeremiah 18: 6.  
We meet again on 10 April at 2pm in the Parish Centre at Our Lady of Perpetual Help,  

William Street, Richmond. Come and join us for Prayer, Praise and Worship.  
We look forward to seeing you. Contact Mary 0211749383 for more information. www.dove.org.nz 

Learner Agency at Garin College 

  

 
  

A key strategic focus for Garin College is to develop Learner Agency in our Garin learners. This is a 
key skill for their future of work/ learning which is more agile and connected than what we may have 
experienced. Each week we will share an aspect of Learner Agency with you. This week we are    
looking at the meaning of Learner Agency: 
 

Learner agency, is about having the power, combined with choices, to 
take meaningful action and see the results of your decisions 

 

Dr Nina Hood has prepared this supporting research: 
 
Agency supports students during their school years 
Agency predicts highly valued academic outcomes. For example, students who actively seek          
clarification or request assistance from their teachers have been found to score higher on            
standardised exams. Conversely, students who are hesitant to seek help or clarification have lower 
grades than those who enjoy interacting with their teachers. In addition, students who connect to the 
deeper meaning of an assignment will also enjoy the task more and experience higher achievement. 
Finally, students who evaluate how they best focus and act on their findings have higher learning   
outcomes. In sum, students who seek out ways to personally relate to their learning and find ways to 
grow and improve have better academic outcomes. While students will naturally feel a predilection for 
specific subjects, agency describes the stable internal trait of being able to motivate and regulate 
their learning across content areas. Agency is variable from one individual to the next, but stable   
within the individual in various contexts. 

Students with a high sense of agency are also much more likely to engage in or lead clubs and sports 
teams. Agentic students take initiative in social issues that matter to them, and are more willing to 
regularly challenge themselves and intentionally engage in activities in which they have the            
opportunity to make and learn from mistakes. Agency can also empower students to promote positive 
change within their communities, as a belief in one’s ability and a willingness to take action can     
propel individuals and their communities forward. For example, agentic students are more likely to 
advocate for one another or argue a point with an intimidating counterpart rather than turning a blind 
eye or feeling disempowered to act when they witness bullying or injustice. Similarly, students who 
are comfortable sharing their voice and actively engaging in their learning contribute to building a 
stronger school community. 

 

" 
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http://www.dove.org.nz/


 

We are delighted to announce new dates for the continuing faith journey of our students for 2021     
including the Sacrament of Reconciliation in May & June, and First Holy Communion in August/
September. This programme is run through Our Lady of the Bays Parish, and hosted at our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Church in Richmond. It is open to children of all ages and adults are also welcome. 

If you would like more information about these or any other sacraments, please contact Markelle Ward at 
Garin College. 

Special Character Term 1, Week 10 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Session 1: 23rd  May 

Session 2: 30th May 

Session 3: 13 June 

  RECONCILIATION 27th June, 2021 

(Note: No session on Queen’s Birthday weekend) 

  

Sacrament of First Holy Communion   

Session 1: 22nd August 

Session 2: 29th August 

Session 3: 5th September 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: 19th September 

 

Second Sunday of Easter ‘My Lord and my God’: Doubting Thomas         
Acts 4:32-35, Psalm 118, 1 John 5:1-3, John 20:19-29 

 

 In class just a week or so ago, a student was prompted to ask … “If God is real, why doesn’t 
he just show himself to people all the time? That way people would find it easier to believe in 
Him”. It seems this same question has been asked for thousands of years, including in the 
very days and weeks after Jesus died on the cross. Thomas would not believe that Jesus had 
risen from the dead until he saw and touched him for himself. Jesus’ response was: “Thomas, 
do you have faith because you have seen me? The people who have faith in me without seeing 
me are the ones who are really blessed!” 
 

Transformation of Thomas occurs when he is given the opportunity to touch Jesus. Touch is 
a powerful sense. It was consistently commented on during Lockdown how much we missed 
that sense of closeness in meeting together, greeting each other with handshakes and the 
occasional hug. In times of sadness or bereavement a simple touch can often convey more 
comfort than words. It can provide healing and comfort and speaks of support or compassion. 
Laying on of hands, often within a rite of anointing, is a powerful symbol indicating the      
impartation of the Holy Spirit and is used in many sacraments – for example the Rite of   
Reconciliation, anointing of the Sick and Confirmation. 
 

The disciples in today’s reading were transformed by 
the unexpected presence of Jesus among them. The 
process of transformation in our own lives often      
requires the support of others. Has there been times 
of doubt in your life experience or your faith journey? 
Like Thomas, sometimes it is difficult for us to       
believe in something or someone we have not seen but 
we believe because we trust the people who tell us. 
People come to believe in Jesus by what we say and do 
and how we live our lives as disciples of his. 

 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME Our Lady of the Bays Parish Programme 



 

 

Shave for a Cure 2021 
 
Garin College learners are          
participating in the annual Shave 
For a Cure, which aims to raise 
money for those affected by       
Leukaemia & Blood Cancer in 
New Zealand.  
 
This cause is one that has touched tens of thousands of Kiwis over the years, in which 6 ordinary 
people are diagnosed with Leukaemia & Blood Cancer everyday in New Zealand.  
 
 

We will be donating our fundraised money to the Leukaemia and Blood Cancer Organisation as we 
begin shaving heads and cutting hair during an Assembly in Term Two. 
  

To donate, click the below link and enter your in details: https://shaveforacure.co.nz/garincollege2021 

An electronic tax receipt will be sent to your email upon your donation. 
 

Many thanks for your consideration and support! 
 
 

Kind Regards,   Garin College Catholic Character 
  
 

Catholic Character - Holy Thursday 2021 
   

On Thursday we entered our Holy Week as 
a College. We heard from Father Seph 
about the moment in John’s Gospel (John 
13: 1 - 17), where Jesus washed the feet of 
his Disciples. This act of Servant          
Leadership, is one all Catholic College 
learners are to live as they enter society. 
This is to serve others not for reward but 
because they are our brother and sister in 
Christ. 
During our Liturgy, Garin teachers and 
learners had their feet washed by our     

Principal John Maguire, Father Seph and Christian Service leader Grace Hall. Father Seph      
reminded us it is a sign of humility of those washing the feet of our staff and learners but also for 
those having their feet washed. 
We saw the final moments of Jesus’ life performed by our learners in a dramatic performance, 
who made it clear that Jesus was both human and divine through his death and resurrection. 
This is a time that is significant to our Catholic faith. It is when Jesus sacrifices his life for us and 
forms our eternal bond with God. We see the humanity and the beauty of what Jesus did for us in 
the coming days. Garin College members are part of this journey. 
The heart of the Jesus message is very simple, "love one another as I have loved you.” The story 
of Christ's death is not just a tragic story about a single man but it reinforces that whole idea.    
Unlike other Kings and rulers, Christ sets the example of not dominating others but submitting to 
them, of not controlling others but inviting them to choose wisely, of not wielding power, but      
offering to suffer alongside us. 
At this time of year, we encourage Garin learners to think about practical ways they can show our 
values of Generosity, Aroha, Rangimarie, Integrity and New Life to others and to the world round 
us. That may mean going without something, resisting the easy way to approach something or 
having to put others before themselves. While this is hard, the rewards are great. The ultimate 
reward is a world we are blessed to live in; the Kingdom of God on Earth. 
Easter Blessings, 
Garin College 

Special Character Term 1, Week 10 

https://shaveforacure.co.nz/garincollege2021



