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Public Office 
Hours  

8.15am - 3.30pm 
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Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau, 
 

It was a privilege for me to attend the SPANZ (Secondary Principals       
Association, NZ) annual conference in Blenheim, Monday to Wednesday 
this week. The opportunity to share and learn from the many school    
leaders from across the nation is invaluable as were the many focus   
workshops I was able to attend. A highlight of the conference for me was 
listening to and learning from the Keynote Speaker, Dr Ashley Bloomfield, Director-General of 
Health. Through Dr Bloomfield's leadership of the NZ Health response to Covid-19, he has  
become a household name for all of us. Without a doubt Dr Bloomfield is one of the foremost 
world experts in public health, however it is his leadership in this time of crisis that has      
captured the hearts of Aotearoa. In his typically humble manner, Dr Bloomfield shared with 
us his reflections on his leadership over the last 18 months since becoming the face of       
Aotearoa’s Covid response. He recognized that at the heart of his leadership were three key 
values: kindness, humility and compassion. Kindness became the mantra of the kiwi           
response “Team of 5 Million” and  Dr Bloomfield reflected that the response from the nation 
to serve and care for each other is the success in “crushing the Covid curve”. He               
acknowledged that humility in his leadership empowered him to ‘listen’ and to ‘own it’ when 
not having all the answers, freeing him up to reflect, review and change his mind if needed.  
 
Dr Bloomfield spoke of compassion and the need to recognise that Covid is relentless, that 
behind every case is a person, a whānau, a community. While his leadership and reflection on 
his leadership encompasses so much more than the values I have highlighted, it is his lived 
values in leadership that are a shining beacon for our students and community to learn from. 
Dr Bloomfield’s leadership values are embedded within Christ’s gospel teachings and align 
with our lived Garin values. Sharing in my learnings from this conference and the generosity 
of Dr Bloomfield in sharing his time with us, has brought into focus the responsibility we 
share as students, teachers, staff and whānau to be leaders that serve for the greater good 
and the dignity of all. Thank you for allowing me this opportunity. 
 
Dr Bloomfield allowed time to hear and respond to many questions from the Principals. 
Clearly the common theme emerging in all questions was the health and wellbeing of          
students and how schools are grappling with resourcing to meet such levels of demand that 
include student anxiety, mental health, nutrition, counselling and timely access to health       
services. One significant area of concern for all schools is the increase in students engaging in 
vaping. Dr Bloomfield is concerned about this too and has been working with the government 
on the implementation of regulations brought about by The Smokefree Environments and 
Regulated Products (Vaping) Amendment Act 2020. The existing prohibition on smoking at 
schools is now extended to include vaping. We will be installing notices, as required in the 
regulations, stating that smoking and vaping within the premises of Garin College is forbidden 
at all times. I look forward to continuing our journey of ensuring a safe and inclusive learning 
environment for all. Thank you to all learners, parents, caregivers and whānau for your      
support in achieving this.  
 
I wish you a peaceful and relaxing 
Queen’s Birthday holiday weekend. 
 
Ngā mihi manaakitanga 
 
John Maguire 
Principal 

 From our Principal, John Maguire 
 

S c h o o l  C a l e n d a r :  
 

Friday 4th June          Student Work Day 

 

Monday 7th June          Queen’s Birthday,  

                                                  (No School)  
 

Wed 23rd - Thurs 24th June    Mahi Toi 
 

Friday 25th June         Mahi Toi Showcase 

“No one saves oneself.   
The community is essential”                                         POPE FRANCIS 





 

 
 
 
 

READING CHALLENGE 2021  
 

Our annual Reading Challenge has just finished, and it was 
great to see many students record the pages they read over 
the 3-week period.  For the first time in 8 years, Ms Walker’s 
B4 whānau was toppled from the 100% whānau participation 
pedestal, with Mrs Moorhead’s M4 whanau finally taking the 
top prize!  Congratulations go to our top readers for each 
house: MacKillop - Mackenzie Brough; Barbier – Skyla Kroupa; McAuley – Ryan Williams, and top reader for Aubert & 
overall for 2021 - Ryan Chilton. Mention must also be made of Grace Robson, Kilian Cools, Malia Denny, Susannah Sam, 
Tom Lloyd, Molly Donoghue & Emily McCauley who all read thousands of pages, but were beaten to the top prize in their 
houses.  
This year the House competition was extremely close, and Aubert was slightly in front at the end of the Challenge,      
however MacKillop had put some effort into encouraging Mrs Ditzel, our librarian, into gifting her 2,803 pages to them, 
and her pages were enough to propel MacKillop to victory for the second year in a row.  Congratulations to MacKillop, 
and especially their captains Zara & Sam who put in the effort to ensure they were the winning House. 
 

Reading Challenge is an opportunity for our students who are voracious readers to be recognised, and an encouragement 
to all students to pick up a book for enjoyment. Reading for pleasure naturally drops off as students hit their teens, with 
the greater demands that school, sports, work and their social life place on their time, so Reading Challenge serves as a 
reminder of the pleasure that can be found in reading. Thanks to all those who took part, those who encouraged them, 
and those who lost their children for 3 weeks into a book! 

Geek Week 
 

RESULTS 

Last week Elysia and I, with the greatly appreciated help of Mrs. 

Ditzel, held the annual Geek Week where we ran various events 

over the lunch breaks, culminating in a Dress Up Day on Friday. 

The week was a great success, kicking off with a Rubik’s cube 

challenge, where Yr 13 Killian Cools, solved a cube in 1.04 

minutes. Throughout the week, Mrs. Ditzel held a book sale in the 

library, with all books going for $1.  

On Tuesday we ran a paper plane competition, in which the      

furthest throw reached 27m. Wednesday was the Staff vs.Student 

quiz, with sound provided by Jonty Perrett, and was taken out this 

year by the students. With a late arrival from Deputy Principal Mr 

Marshall, the staff put in a good effort only to be beaten 7-4.      

Finally, on Friday, the week came to a close with huge participation 

from the school, showing some Garin spirit and dressing up as 

their favourite, novel, film, or game character. That day, we were 

also raising money, via donations, for Akii Manaia school in the 

Cook Islands, to help grow their library collection. Overall we 

raised $620 with this and the book sale which was a great result 

and we’re so grateful to the school for showing their support.                                                    

(Luca Schulz) 



 

Te Wairua o ngā Mahi Toi 
(The Spirit of the Arts) 

Arts Captains: Josh Hall and Millie Pumphrey 
 

Mahi Toi event sign up opened this week, all students 
are  encouraged to sign up for a wide range of events to 
participate in. The events can be found on the students 
homepage. Tuesday the 8th of June students will have the  
opportunity to sign up for Workshops/Activities to            
participate in on the Wednesday of the Mahi Toi Festival. 
All students must participate in a minimum of  one sign up 
event and one workshop/activity. 

 
For 2021 The Mahi Toi Showcase Concert will be held 

and celebrated  at Garin College in the gym. 

We will have a dress rehearsal/ run through from 3.30 - 
5.00pm on Friday the 25th of June which members of the 
community who are unable to attend the evening show will 
be welcome to attend. This show gives the students an 
opportunity to run through the showcase before the big 
event and enables families with younger or older members 
to experience Mahi Toi.  We will be asking for a gold coin 
donation at the door to help cover expenses. 

 

The main showcase will be held that evening from 7.00 pm - 9.30 pm.  We would love for you to come 
and celebrate the success of our students in the Arts with us! ($7 per adult and $5 per student/children) and 
funds raised will  help cover expenses.  

The Showcase will be a presentation of highlights of the Mahi Toi Festival earlier in the week.  

The Mahi Toi Showcase Concert gives students the opportunity to share their creativity as a school with   
whanau, friends and the wider community. 

 

Ensure that you buy your tickets early, as spaces will be limited.  
Tickets will be available from the school office from Wednesday the 9th of June.  

 

Health Corner 
 
Kia ora Whānau 
 

Just a reminder from the counselling team that not everything is in our 
control, and sometimes it helps to take a step back, and reflect. Is it in 
my control? What is? How can I change what I need to? What do 
I need to accept the circumstances I cannot control? 
 

Talking can help! Contact us anytime. 
 

Have a great long weekend, 
 

Kate the Counsellor 
 

 
Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women. New things this month!  

 
On Saturday 12 June we are going to take our Dove Fellowship meeting to Motueka. There will 
be Praise and Worship and a chance for prayer. We are hopeful that women from all across our 
area will join us at 2pm at St Peter Chanel Church foyer, 423 High Street. We look forward to 

seeing you. We will leave Richmond car park at 1pm.  
Phone Mary 021 174 9383 if you need a ride. www.dove.org.nz 

http://www.dove.org.nz/

