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Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau, 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with our Top of the South community as they 
recover from damage to homes and property following recent torrential rain. 
We understand that at times our learners and whānau may have been im-
pacted by such events, with the potential to  adversely affect learning and 
school engagement. Please do let us know via our college office, should you 
wish to discuss your situation in support of your child.  
 
Learners, teachers and staff were welcomed back to Garin this week. I trust the holiday break has 
enabled all to enjoy some family time and be recharged and fresh for the term ahead. Certainly 
our learners are positive and have settled into school life with renewed energy. Thank you to all 
parents and caregivers for ensuring your student is well presented in their uniform, prepared for 
learning and arriving for the school day before 8.35am.  
 
Our parent information evening this week was an outstanding success. We welcomed a capacity 
audience and shared with our wider community the exciting opportunities available to learners 
through an education at Garin College. I am incredibly impressed with and appreciate the support 
and passion of our many student leaders and staff who presented and interacted with the visiting 
families throughout the evening.  
 
We look forward to welcoming students and whānau to our year 8 Open Day, on Wednesday 4 
August next week. Should you have friends or family considering Catholic, co-ed secondary educa-
tion for their children, please do encourage them to make contact with our school office for a pro-
spective and enrolment pack.  
 
I encourage you to keep an eye on our events calendar throughout the term, where possible, you 
may come along and celebrate many of the following with us; Garin Day-Mass of the Assumption, 
Vast Dance, Garin College Ball, winter sports tournament week, sports awards and Year 12 Jour-
ney.  We are also holding a Māori Whanau Hui on 12 August, if you would like to attend please 
contact the office.  Your support is appreciated. 
 
We are now preparing for our year 9 - 12 learners to get underway with their course selection for 
2022. I encourage parents and caregivers to engage in conversations with your children about 
their career goals and the subject choices they are to make for 2022. Learners will receive course 
information and have access to career guidance from Brenda Helliwell our Careers advisor 
throughout the course selection period. Check out Garin College Careers 

Our learners show me over and over again the pride they have in their success and achievement 
at Garin. Active participation in the life and wairua of Garin promotes in our learners their physi-
cal, social, mental/emotional and spiritual wellbeing. Attendance is a key success element for ac-
tive participation. 90% attendance rate for learners is expected and is our College target, this tar-
get is achievable when learners attend all classes and ensure absenteeism is due to essential and 
justified reasons only. Your ongoing support in relation to attendance is appreciated. 
 
We look forward with excitement to the 
events and learning throughout the term 
ahead of us. 
 
Mā te Atua koe e tiaki, 
Ngā mihi manaakitanga 
John Maguire 
Principal 

 From our Principal, John Maguire 
 

S c h o o l  C a l e n d a r :  
 

Wednesday 4 August Open Day 12pm-2.30pm 

Wednesday 4 August and 

Thursday 5 August  Level 2 Drama Production 

Friday 6 August  Vast Dance 

Tuesday 10 August and 

Wednesday 11 August Level 3 Drama Production 

Wednesday 11 August Accord Teacher Only Day 
 

““The ultimate test of  your greatness is the way you treat every human being.”    

          Pope John Paul II 

https://garincollege.careerwise.school/


 

 

Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15. Psalm 78. John 6:24-29  
 
After the Israelites had fled from Egypt into the desert, God took care of his people and made sure that 
they did not go hungry. Jesus tells us it is his life within us that is the food that keeps us going. 
 
GOSPEL John 6:24-29: 
The people saw that Jesus and his disciples had left. Then they 
got into the boats and went to Capernaum to look for Jesus. 
They found him on the west side of the lake and asked, “Rabbi, 
when did you get here?” Jesus answered, “I tell you for certain 
that you are not looking for me because you saw the miracles, 
but because you ate all the food you wanted. Don’t work for food 
that spoils. Work for food that gives eternal life. The Son of Man 
will give you this food, because God the Father has given him 
the right to do so.”  
 
“What exactly does God want us to do?” the people asked. Jesus answered, “God wants you to have 
faith in the one he sent.” 

 
→ Jesus’ message here is simple. Over and above everything 
else, more important than all our material and practical needs, 
Jesus wants to reassure us that we can trust him for the big 
things. Overcoming difficulties, supporting our loved ones, re-
sisting temptations, making good choices, staying close to the 
Father…. we can have faith in God, first and foremost, to give us 
strength and courage and keep us close to his heart. 

 

Special Character Term 3, Week 1 

This Sunday is the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time,  ‘What do you believe 

about Jesus?’  

 
 

 

 

Adapted from www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz. 

  Mass of assumption and  
Father Garin 

 
Garin College invites you to our Mass of Assumption  

and Father Garin 
 

Friday 13 August  
11.35am Garin College Gym  

 

 

Please feel welcome to join us in our Eucharistic celebration 

12.50pm Light refreshments for guests and staff in the Library 



 

Important Information 

Student Course 
Selection for 2022 

Years 9 - 12 
From Friday 13th August, students will begin getting access to online course selection for 2021. Over the 
next week or so all students in year 9 - 12 will be shown how to select their courses for next year in an 
assembly, after which they will be given access to enable them to make selections.  
 
As a parent/caregiver you have a vital role to play in helping your child(ren) make informed decisions that 
keep their possible career pathways open while also keeping them engaged and interested in their learn-
ing. 
  

There is an opportunity to discuss possible subjects/Courses with Heads of Faculty (HoF), Teachers in 
Charge (TiC), Deans and our Careers Advisor Brenda Helliwell on  

 
Monday 16th August from 4.30 to 5.30pm in the Garin School Library.  

  
Subject Selection will initially close on Monday 23 August at 9.00 am. 
 
Selection and application for courses will again take place online, accessed through the KAMAR Portal. 
 
The Course Selection component of the KAMAR portal shows you how to select subjects as well as gives 
you subject descriptions and related information about each course by using the menu on the left hand 
side under Useful information and Courses. 
  
I hope you enjoy this opportunity to sit down with your child(ren) to help shape and plan their future path-
way. 
  
Paul Bucknall, Timetabler & Systems Operator 

 Teaching & Learning @ Garin College 

 
 
 

 
 

Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand, the Bishops' agency for justice, peace and development, is pleased to announce the winners of the 2021 
SINGout4JUSTICE song writing competition. 
 
The theme for this year's competition is A NEW WAY FORWARD. Ever since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic the world has changed. We 
are faced with the challenge of finding A NEW WAY FORWARD. There is a real need for love, justice and peace to be at the heart of any 
change as we have come to see so clearly that we are all part of one global family. 
  
A team of judges at Caritas scored each entry based on composition and performance. Submissions for this year showcased so much talent 
that it was difficult for judges to choose a winner. Many songs reflected messages "of reflecting, healing, uniting together and creating peace 
where peace may be a challenge" that tied in neatly with the theme this year. The judges enjoyed listening to every 
song and were impressed with the quality and diverse range of compositions. 
  
"The SO4J competition always inspires me," says Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand Director Julianne Hickey, "as the 
young people's talents and gifts are shared through their songwriting. This years' winners are creative, meaningful 
and show their commitment to a better, more just world". 
   
The winner for the senior category (Years 11-13) is Theo Parker, a Year 12 student at Garin College in Nelson. Theo 

Parker's song, New Day, was also inspired by the negative effects of the COVID-19 pandemic experience felt by the 

global community and encourages listeners to care for each other, ensuring "truth and love in every place". 

 



 

 

Garin College 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wharenui Te Rongoā o Aotearoa  

GARIN HUI A WHĀNAU - Thursday 12 August from 5.00pm 

Tēnā koutou te whānau o Garin. Tēnei te mihi maioha ki a koutou katoa.  

We would like to invite Māori students and family to the whānau hui in Week 3, Term 3. This is an opportunity for 
whānau to share kai, korero and whakaaro (ideas). This kaupapa will be supported by the Dean, te reo kaiako 
(teacher), and the Ngā Amorangi (Student Leaders). This will also be an opportunity to meet our Deputy Princi-
pal, Mr Jeremy Marshall. 

The school is presently undertaking a review of Wā Whānau (Form class) and other aspects that relate to 
whānau structure and through the whānau/house system. We are looking for feedback from whānau.  

Some of the areas we are looking at are; 

 Purpose of Whānau, what has happened in the past and 

 What is happening now 

 Wellbeing 

 What else could we be working on in the future? 

We will be gathering at the Wharenui Te Rongoā o Aotearoa at 5:00pm for a karakia (prayer) and blessing of the 
kai. We would love to have you attend. If you are aware of a whānau who have been missed please let us know. 
All are welcome and there will be kai provided. Please let us know if you can attend for catering purposes by 
emailing allisonmilligan@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz 

 
Ngā mihi nui, na Tom Speers  

ATTENDANCE DUES 

Thank you to all our regular payers and to those who have made full payment on your Attendance Dues account. We would 
like to remind you that the Attendance Dues are a compulsory charge for enrolment at a Catholic school. 
 
Please note the Term 3 invoice will be posted to all families shortly. Please check that your invoice looks how you expect it  to - 
are all your children listed, are your payments showing correctly? We value your feedback. 
 
To avoid receiving overdue reminders, please ensure your regular payments are continuing. If it is affordable, please also con-
sider increasing the amount of each payment if the balance is not yet tracking to full repayment by the end of the year. 
Payment options are: 
 
1. Full amount or automatic payment via Internet banking to Archdiocese of Wellington Attendance Dues, Westpac bank 

account 03 0518 0000400 00, payment references should be your dues account number and your name.  
2. Pay online using your Visa Debit or Credit card at www.wn.catholic.org.nz/attendance-dues with your dues ac-

count number and your name as references. 
 
Financial assistance is available to families experiencing financial hardship (loss of income/redundancy, family reasons, etc.). It 
is a condition of the assistance application that the family has an affordable regular payment in place. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact us: 
 
Phone: 0800 462 725             Email: dues@wn.catholic.org.nz         Text: 021 08907902 

mailto:allisonmilligan@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz
http://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/attendance-dues
mailto:dues@wn.catholic.org.nz


    

 Important Enrolment Dates to Remember 

                                       Open Day 12 - 2.30pm, 4 August 2021 
                                        Enrolments close 27 August 2021 
                                      Orientation Day 12 November 2021 
 

 

Scholarship Applications 
 

Following the wonderfully generous donation to Garin College from Nancy 
May Black (known as Twinkle to most) the College is privileged to announce 
the availability of a number of scholarships for the 2022 academic year. 
 
Applications are encouraged from those students who are able to         
demonstrate outstanding potential in academic, sporting, cultural,            
leadership and faith-based activities and also those in need of financial      
support to attend the College. 
 

Scholarships available include: 
  Catholic Character  

 Academic  
 Sporting  
 Arts and Performing Arts 

 Financial Aid  
Scholarship Applications close 27 August 2021 

 
For further information and for a scholarship application form, please contact Shona Erasmuson, Ph 543 9488 
or email shonaerasmuson@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz or visit our website www.garincollege.ac.nz  
for an application pack. 

 

" 

                                  

          Enrolment & Scholarship Information 

Open Day at Garin College  

for Year 8 Students 

 

Wednesday 4th August 12.00pm - 2.20pm 

 

Come to your Catholic college for lunch and a look around 

 

Programme 

12.00pm Welcome from Principal at the gym 

Lunch, compliments of our catering team 

Presentations from Garin College Leaders 

Guided tours to see the school in action 

Return to the gym for band performance and farewell. 

mailto:shonaerasmuson@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz
http://www.garincollege.ac.nz


                                         Garin’s Exam Timetable 



Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women.  

An Exciting August meeting! On Saturday 14 August we are privileged to have Father John Rea as 
our speaker. Fr John is well known locally for his prayer and healing ministry. Fr John will speak on 
our scripture from the Song of Songs. There will be Praise and Worship and a chance for prayer. We 
are hopeful that women from all across our area will join us at the Parish Centre at Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, William Street, Richmond at 2pm.  

We look forward to seeing you. Phone Mary 021 174 9383 www.dove.org.nz 

 

 

OUR LADY OF THE BAYS 
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

15 HOURS PER WEEK 
 
 We are looking for an appropriately experienced person to work from the Parish Centre in 

Richmond. The main responsibility of the role is to support our Parish Priests and the Chairs 
of the Parish Pastoral Council and Parish Finance Committee. 
 

This includes ensuring all general administration requirements are completed on time, within 
budget and to a high standard. 

The successful applicant will be a New Zealand resident. Previous administrative expertise and experience, 
along with proven knowledge and experience of common software and internet applications, is required. 
These skills will be matched with strong interpersonal skills, flexibility, the ability to prioritise tasks, empathy 
and confidentiality. 
 

A detailed Position Description is available. If you believe you have the requisite experience and abilities 
please email Adrienne Hill on howard_adrienne@xtra.co.nz for a copy. 
 

Applications will close at 4pm Wednesday 11 August 2021. 

http://www.dove.org.nz/
mailto:howard_adrienne@xtra.co.nz

