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Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau, 

 
Nothing is more evident at the heart of Garin than our learners. As we wel-
comed the warm, bright and happy faces returning to school on Thursday 
and evidenced the enjoyment learners showed as they met up again with 
friends, teachers and staff, the beauty of human connectedness and how this enhances our lives 
was truly apparent. When I asked many of our learners what they loved most about returning to 
school after lockdown, without hesitation all identified being back with their friends was their 
highlight.   
 
I have heard many comments from our staff, that although online learning was alive and well in 
recent weeks, the real joy in teaching is being with the learners with the ease of conversation, 
teaching and learning that happens when we are together and when conversation flows be-
tween the teacher and the learner. Of course many of the learners I have spoken to were also 
pleased to be back at school as they were looking forward to the face to face learning with their 
teachers and peers. 
 
I am extremely grateful to the numerous parents, caregivers and whānau who have reached out 
with thanks and acknowledge the work of the Garin staff over this time. When caring for young-
er children and teenagers there are many additional roles and responsibilities parents and care-
givers shoulder during  lockdown, for many of our teachers and staff, planning for and teaching 
online whilst also supporting their own children at home, has been challenging. I too thank our 
Garin staff at this time for the dedication and service they have provided our learners through 
online learning.  Our staff have also worked hard to ensure future events remain on the school 
calendar through rescheduling and adaptation of the format of events. In these challenging 
times where nothing is quite guaranteed we remain in hope that many curricular and co curricu-
lar events will continue. Staff and student adaptability is appreciated as we work toward main-
taining the best possible opportunities for our learners. My heartfelt thanks to all staff who have 
continued with the busy task of course confirmation enrolments for 2022 throughout lockdown. 
We have not lost time in these circumstances due to effort from the whole staff.  
 
As term 3 progresses, I encourage all to connect with the Garin website, newsletters, emails and 
school calendar to keep in touch with all changes, postponements and cancellations. For our 
senior students, information from NZQA and teachers in regard to the derived grade exams and 
the end of year NCEA exams is being given in class and also through the above methods of com-
munication. On Thursday night the Government announced that students disrupted by 16 days 
of COVID-19 lockdown this year will be eligible to receive Learning Recognition Credits. Further 
information on this will be passed on.  
We pray for the health and safety of our motu. May the unity of our tangata help us all move 
forward together as a nation in support of each other for the better good of all.  
 
I wish you a peaceful weekend, 
 
 
Mā te Atua koe e tiaki, 
Ngā mihi manaakitanga 
 
 
John Maguire 
Principal 
 
 

 From our Principal, John Maguire 
 

S c h o o l  C a l e n d a r :  
 

Friday 24 September  Y12 Journey 

Tuesday 14 September  Club Garin Photos  

Monday 27 September  Derived Grade exams begin 

Saturday 23 October   Garin College Ball 

Take a moment … 
 
 

Me Mahi Tahi Tatou Mo Te Oranga O Te Katoa. - We work together for the well-being of everyone.  

  



 

 Teaching & Learning @ Garin College 

Derived Grade Examinations for Garin College will take place on Monday 27th September to Friday 3rd October.  
 

Derived Grade Examinations are particularly important this year. It is in 

the interests of all Garin learners to prepare well and ensure that they 

treat these exams as if they were the final examinations in November. 

There are two reasons for this: 
 

1.  If we are in lockdown at the end of the year and no secondary school 

learners can sit their exams, these results will be shared with NZQA and 

may be used as the external grade. 

2.  Feedback is important and this is an opportunity for Garin learners to be given valuable feedback on how 
to improve their performance at the end of the year. 

 Below are the guidelines for Derived Grade Examinations at Garin College 
  
·         Senior learning subjects have either an exam or a workshop during this time. 

·       Morning exams begin at 9:00am and afternoon exams begin at 2:00pm. Garin learners are expected to 
arrive 15 minutes prior to the start of the exam and must have all of the equipment they need. 
·         Garin learners need to wear school uniform during the Derived Grade Examinations. 
·         No senior classes are held during Derived Grade Examinations week. 
·         Make sure you bring all the equipment you need including spare pens. Bags are to be left at the front 
of the room. Cellphones must be turned off. Items such as cellphones and keys can be kept in a clear plastic 
bag on the floor under your desk in case of emergency evacuation.  
- Learners may not leave any exam in the first 45 minutes or the last 15 minutes. If learners finish early and 
are not allowed to leave, learners are to sit silently. Doing other work or listening to music is not permitted. 

 



 
 

NCEA Update 2021 

Kia ora koutou, 

NZQA and the Ministry of Education have worked with the Minister’s Professional Advisory Group 
and other  sector leaders to consider how we make sure all students receive appropriate support.  

The Government has decided that students disrupted by 16 days of COVID-19 lockdown 
this  year will be eligible to receive Learning Recognition Credits (LRCs) at a rate of 1 LRC per 
5  credits achieved through assessment, up to a cap of 8 LRCs at NCEA Level 1, and 6 LRCs  and 
Levels 2 and 3.  

 Endorsement remains at 50 credits for Level 1, 2 & 3 

 Subject endorsements are when a learner has achieved 14 credits (including 3 external credits) at 
the Merit & Excellence level.  

 University Entrance requirements are three University Entrance approved subjects at 14 credits 
each.  

Nga Mihi nui, 
Garin College 

Learning at Garin College 

   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Make this return to our College as our ‘moving day’. What does moving day mean? It is an expression golf-
ers use to mean the final day before the final round of a golf tournament.  
  

If a golfer hopes to win the tournament in the final round, then in round three, they’d better get moving 
up the leaderboard to set themselves up for a successful final day. 
  

If we see the school year as a golf tournament, we are at the start of day three. I want us to think about 
our learning for the rest of your year as day three, your NCEA moving day. This is the time to set yourself 
up for success. 
  

How can you do this? By talking with key people like your whanau teacher and your teachers. If you aren’t 
sure about that deadline or what is expected for a piece of learning that is due, ask your teacher early - 
they will respect you for that and guide you.  The alternative is holding off, and that is never a good op-
tion. It is always better to get onto things early, that is much better than just leaving things, than saying to 
a teacher the day the piece of learning is due.  

 
 

 



 

Online Learning Feedback 2021 

Thank you to our Garin learners and Whānau who completed our online learning survey. We noted the improve-

ments in the satisfaction of the online learning experience compared to 2020. 

 

Learner Feedback 2021 

159 RESPONSES 

66.7% Right amount of learning (50.2% 2020) 

30.2% Too much (49% 2020) 

3.1% Not enough (0.8% 2020) 

 

The key focus areas noted by learners were: 
 

1. Google Meets with my teacher and class 

 

2.    Question and Answer Sessions with my teachers 

 

3.    Record key learning - could be during Google Meets 

 

4.    Clear instructions on learning tasks and where possible  

     activities offline 

 

5.    Learning for the week and Google Meet times announced at  

       the beginning of the week 

 

 

Whānau Feedback 2021 
 

76.5% Right amount of learning 

5.9% Too much 

17.6% Not enough 

 

The key focus areas noted by Garin were: 

 

1. Google Meets with their teacher 

 

2.    Notice given around learning activities and meets as early as possible 

 



 

WELLBEING CORNER 
Welcome back to school! Level 2! 

It is also the end of Week 7 now! It really feels like this term is just flying 
by. I hope that you have all managed a smooth transition from level 3 to 
level 2. 

Wow what a year and a half it has been. Like it says in the image, it is 
totally okay to be feeling fed up, and over it right now. 

Some of you will be relieved to have come back to school, having strug-
gled with lockdown. Other people will be struggling with coming back, 
having enjoyed lockdown. Remember that people struggle in their own 
ways with alert level changes and the covid pandem-
ic, but everybody finds some aspect of it difficult.  

The most important things we can give to each other (and ourselves) right now are compassion, empathy, and understanding. 
Everybody responds to life changes differently, so be patient. With your friends, with your whānau, and with yourselves, as we 
all navigate these rough seas. 

Remember self-care is necessity ,not just a privilege you give yourself if time allows.  

Here is a really simple way to make self-care a regular in your life. A few minutes each day can make a real difference to your 
happiness and wellbeing. Please take the time to check it out:    
https://mentalhealth.org.nz/me-time?fbclid=IwAR1ut5ptgkfVvuA1wwkK8bWPg-0M1F2pN-Kg45SiNwns-W-TFBuaVyhL2us 
 

Remember the Garin Health Team is here if you need anything. We have 2 counsellors, an NMIT student counsellor, two AOD 
clinicians, and public health nurses available to students. 

Nothing is too big or too small. There is at least one counsellor on site at all tines, so reach out anytime via the online referral 
form, through any of your teachers, the office staff, or email Kate directly here.!!! 

Remember to look  after yourself.  

Kia kaha, 

Ngā Mihi, Kate the Counsellor 


