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Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau, 

  

It has been awesome to go through the cycle of a full week back at school 
and although I know we will all welcome the weekend it is wonderful to 
see the students fully involved in their classes whichever level of the school 
they are in. In visiting classes this week it was wonderful to witness our rangatahi kanohi ki te 
kanohi that we missed with online learning. Also wonderful to see some of our junior students 
involved out in the community this week supporting new plantings down beside the estuary. 
  
Te Wiki o te reo Māori (Māori Language Week) is evident in the school this week with leadership 
from our staff and students. Nga Amorangi leaders Millie Pumphrey and Judah Ashton lead the 
college in celebrating te reo Māori and tikanga Māori. May the seeds sown in weeks like this 
encourage us to continue to embrace this rich culture and language of Aotearoa in our everyday 
conversations. This proverb was spoken by Tinirau of Wanganui. It is a plea to hold fast to our 
culture, for without language, without mana (spirit), and without land, the essence of being 
Māori would no longer exist, but be a skeleton which would not give justice to the full body of 
Maoritanga. 
  
Our senior learners have become very focussed on the weeks ahead and the upcoming derived 
grade exams in Week 10 this term. Derived Grade Exams begin for our Yr 11-13 learners on 
Monday 27 September.  I ask whānau to reinforce and encourage at home, strong revision prior 
to week 10. Coupling this with planned breaks and some time for friends, family and exercise 
creates balance for our learners. Our derived grade exams replicate NCEA exam weeks and pro-
vide our learners with a valid opportunity in which to experience external examination settings 
prior to exams in term 4.  The results from these exams carry a lot of weight towards a derived 
grade if required. The uncertainty of whether further changes could occur in term 4,  emphasis-
es the need for all to prepare well.  This time will be valuable also for our arts and technology 
students to make good headway in the completion of practical work and presenting their evi-
dence within portfolios. I look forward to seeing this work displayed on completion.   
 
Our Year 12 learners head out on their Ascent Journey Programme at Whenua iti outdoors next 
Friday wk 9, 24 September. Despite the programme being modified due to Covid Alert Level 2, 
our learners are motivated and looking forward to celebrating this time together. The focus of 
their journey is servant leadership and fellowship. We take inspiration from Jesus as the model 
of compassion and as our visionary leader. I look forward to spending my day with Year 12 and 
engaging in the outdoor leadership programme and welcoming our Year 13 leaders to share 
their leadership experiences at the end of day leadership workshop. We place much value in 
this day together as it allows each learner to reflect on their time in the College and provide 
them the opportunity to consider their role next year as Year 13 learners and leaders within 
Garin in 2022. 
  
I wish you a peaceful 
weekend, 
 
 
 
Mā te Atua koe e tiaki, 
Ngā mihi manaakitanga 
 
 
John Maguire 
Principal 

 From our Principal, John Maguire 
 

S c h o o l  C a l e n d a r :  
 

Friday 24 September  Y12 Journey 

Monday 27 September  Derived Grade exams begin 

Monday 27 September  Call for Student BOT Rep nominations 

Friday 1 October   Student BOT Rep nominations close 

Saturday 23 October   Garin College Ball 

Tuesday 26 October  BOT meeting 

Wednesday 27 October  Club Garin Colours Awards 

Take a moment … 
 
 

Me Mahi Tahi Tatou Mo Te Oranga O Te Katoa. - We work together for the well-being of everyone.  

  



Newsletter Week 8 Term Three 

Live Reporting 

Earlier in Term Three we reviewed our Live Reporting system from Whānau feedback. We 
were exploring the: 

1.      Live Reporting process 
2. Te Aho Report process 

3. Providing opportunities for Garin learners to share with Whānau what they are 
learning and  report on their learning 

 

 

Next Steps: 
 

Based on Whānau feedback we are: 
1. Reviewing the consistency and purpose of Te Aho reporting 
2.    Applying an email notification to Whānau if a new comment is added to live reporting 
3. Trialing Garin learners reflecting on their learning and sharing this reflection with Whānau 
through the KAMAR Portal Live Reporting 



 

 Teaching & Learning @ Garin College 

 

Derived Grade Examinations for Garin College will take place on Monday 27th September to Friday 3rd October.  
 

Derived Grade Examinations are particularly important this year. It is in the 

interests of all Garin learners to prepare well and ensure that they treat these 

exams as if they were the final examinations in November. There are two rea-

sons for this: 

1.  If we are in lockdown at the end of the year and no secondary school learn-

ers can sit their exams, these results will be shared with NZQA and may be used    

as the external grade. 

2.  Feedback is important and this is an opportunity for Garin learners to be given valuable feedback on how to improve 
their performance at the end of the year. 

 Below are the guidelines for Derived Grade Examinations at Garin College 
 ·       Senior learning subjects have either an exam or a workshop during this time. 
·       Morning exams begin at 9:00am and afternoon exams begin at 2:00pm. Garin learners are expected to arrive 15 
minutes prior to the start of the exam and must have all of the equipment they need. 
·         Garin learners need to wear school uniform during the Derived Grade Examinations. 
·         No senior classes are held during Derived Grade Examinations week. 
·         Make sure you bring all the equipment you need including spare pens. Bags are to be left at the front of the room. 
Cellphones must be turned off. Items such as cellphones and keys can be kept in a clear plastic bag on the floor under 
your desk in case of emergency evacuation.  
- Learners may not leave any exam in the first 45 minutes or the last 15 minutes. If learners finish early and are not al-
lowed to leave, learners are to sit silently. Doing other work or listening to music is not permitted. 
·         Garin learners, who are away during exams for unjustified reasons, e.g. family holidays, learners will be unable to 
provide sufficient evidence of a grade. 
  

PLEASE NOTE THIS TIMETABLE MAY HAVE UPDATES SINCE LAST WEEK’S PUBLISHED VERSION:  

 



 
 

NCEA Update 2021 

Kia ora koutou, 

NZQA and the Ministry of Education have worked with the Minister’s Professional Advisory Group 
and other  sector leaders to consider how we make sure all students receive appropriate support.  

The Government has decided that students disrupted by 16 days of COVID-19 lockdown 
this  year will be eligible to receive Learning Recognition Credits (LRCs) at a rate of 1 LRC per 
5  credits achieved through assessment, up to a cap of 8 LRCs at NCEA Level 1, and 6 LRCs  and 
Levels 2 and 3.  

 Endorsement remains at 50 credits for Level 1, 2 & 3 

 Subject endorsements are when a learner has achieved 14 credits (including 3 external credits) at 
the Merit & Excellence level.  

 University Entrance requirements are three University Entrance approved subjects at 14 credits 
each.  

Nga Mihi nui, 
Garin College 

   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

School Trophies 

  

All Prizegiving trophies to please be  

returned to the school office. 

  

We are preparing for Prizegiving 2021 and need 

these retried as soon as possible. 

Many thanks 



Special Character 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Sunday is the twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time: ‘Serve others’ 

 

 

James 3: 17-18, Psalm 122, Mark 9: 33-37  

In this week’s Gospel the disciples were arguing and fighting about 
who was the best and the most important. They were jealous of one 
another. Jesus sat down and told the twelve disciples “If you want the 
place of honour, you must become a slave and serve others!” He then 
brought a child before them and said “When you welcome even a 
child because of me, you welcome me”. 
 
 

 
 

Jesus reinforces his words about being ‘least’ by 
sitting down and assuming a position equal to his dis-
ciples. In the ancient world, a teacher’s head was cus-
tomarily never lower than his disciple’s heads, and 
children were entirely without status. The trust that 
Jesus places in God he compares to the trust of a 
little child. Jesus draws on the simplicity and humility 
of the child as a model for us. Our faith should make 
a difference in the way we treat others. We can ask 
the question: How can we be ‘of service’ to others?  

 

 

The wisdom that comes from above leads us to be pure, friendly, gentle, sensible, kind, helpful, genuine, 
and sincere. When peacemakers plant seeds of peace, they will harvest justice (James 3:17-18) 

Social Justice Week 

 

Social Justice Week 2021 runs from September 12-18 and highlights  
the Beatitudes with the theme of encounter and community. 

 



 

WELLBEING CORNER 

 

Kia ora Garin Whānau 

Kei te pēhea koe.  

It is Te Wiki o Te reo māori and the Garin Counselling Team love hearing all sorts of different whakatauki. 

We have shared one of our favourite ones this week in the image above: 

He aroha whakatō He aroha puta mai 

Whakatauki are a taonga to te reo, and there really is one suitable for every occasion. They are really good for communi-
cating how you are feeling or where you hauora is at, when you don't have the words.  

This week, my challenge to you is to find a whakatauki that fits for you and how you are feeling at the moment. The first 
student to come up to one of the counselling team next week, and tell us their favourite whakatauki and why it means 
something to them, will get a prize. 

I will leave you with another one of my favourites - He waka eke noa! We are all in this waka together.  

Please remember we are always here, 

Ngā mihi, Kate and the Counselling Team. 

 



 

Earlier this week as part of an Enviroschools initiative working with Nelson City Council, classes 10E and 9A planted 

over 200 trees.  This links with the them of "Caring for God's Creation" in RE class and with caring for resources sus-

tainably through Kaitiakitanga in Technology. 

 

Thanks to Deb Baker for these photos.  

Kaitiakitanga in Technology 

 


