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Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau, 

  
Next week we celebrate Catholic Schools Day on Wednesday 29th September. 
While we have made many changes to the calendar due to the impact of lock-
down, we will make a point of recognising this special day with our junior 
learners, while the senior learners are engaged in their derived grade exams. 
 

Catholic Schools Day is celebrated every 3 years in each of the 187 Catholic primary schools and 48 
Catholic secondary schools in NZ. This day reminds us that we are part of something much bigger 
than ourselves at Garin College, we are an integral community within the larger Catholic school, par-
ish and church community of Aotearoa. While Garin College opened in 2002 and we proudly cele-
brate 20 years of outstanding Catholic education for learners from across the ‘top of the south’, our 
heritage in Catholic education extends 180 years to the arrival of Bishop Pompallier and Fr Garin in 
Aotearoa. 
 

The theme or Catholic Schools Day 2021 Tūrangawaewae: reminds us that our Catholic Schools pro-
vide our staff, learners and whānau - A place to Stand. It is through our baptism we become te 
whānau whakapono (faith and trust). Garin is a place where we feel connected and inspired. Garin is 
a place to strengthen our faith and commitment to te whānau whakapono. Pope Francis calls us to 
be companions on this journey. This place to stand comes from belonging to the Catholic school 
community but also beyond that to the Church community of faith. We know that we extend this 
welcome also to those who may not be from our faith community. This gift of hospitality and desire 
to share what we have with others, is at the heart of the gospel call. Our schools are a place where 
we have a right and desire to belong, it is Tūrangawaewae for all. When we belong we are united by 
what we have in common, and for us it is the life of God dwelling in us. Through teaching, learning 
and participation, we  strive to nurture in our learners their connectedness in faith and community, 
where our learners recognise Garin as their place to stand and experience God both personally and 
in community. 
 

We pray that our schools will be a bit of heaven where everyone feels accepted, loved, safe and 
cared for. That our schools be places of faith in God and lived gospel values. 
 

I commend our learners for their commitment to their preparation for their derived grade exams 
next week. I remind all of the importance of balance between study, exams, breaks, healthy food and 
water and good sleep. Let those digital devices be turned off an hour before sleep and allow them-
selves the best opportunities for success in the exams. 
 

Our Student Board Representative election will be held early next term. We’ll be calling for nomina-
tions on Monday next week (nominations closing on Friday that week).  

 
Mā te Atua koe e tiaki, 
Ngā mihi manaakitanga 
May God’s Blessings be up-
on us all.  

 
 
John Maguire 
Principal 

 From our Principal, John Maguire 
 

S c h o o l  C a l e n d a r :  
 

Monday 27 September  Derived Grade exams begin 

Monday 27 September  Call for Student BOT Rep nominations 

Friday 1 October   Student BOT Rep nominations close 

Friday 1 October   End of Term 3 

Monday 18 October   Start of Term 4 

Thursday 21 October   Sports Awards, 6pm 

Saturday 23 October   Garin College Ball 

Monday 25 October   Labour Day—school closed 

Tuesday 26 October  BOT meeting 

Wednesday 27 October  Club Garin Colours Awards 

Take a moment … 

Ko te whakapono  ko te mātauranga  ko te ātua 

Faith and Wisdom 

  



Newsletter Week 9 Term Three 

Live Reporting 

Earlier in Term Three we reviewed our Live Reporting system from Whānau feedback. We 
were exploring the: 

1.      Live Reporting process 
2. Te Aho Report process 

3. Providing opportunities for Garin learners to share with Whānau what they are 
learning and  report on their learning 

 

 

Next Steps: 
 

Based on Whānau feedback we are: 
1. Reviewing the consistency and purpose of Te Aho reporting 
2.    Applying an email notification to Whānau if a new comment is added to live reporting 
3. Trialing Garin learners reflecting on their learning and sharing this reflection with Whānau 
through the KAMAR Portal Live Reporting 



 

Real and proven strategies to improve your achievement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are strong claims, based on sizable research, for the value of study advice and guides. Strong relationships 
between home and school supports student learning is shown by the many studies reviewed in Biddulph (2003): 

 Evidence suggests that study advice and guides enhance learning both at home and in school settings 
 

 Discussion of study habits and techniques between students and their family increases learning achieve     
     ment 

 

 Fostering students self management and self motivation increases academic achievement 
 
 
The Garin College Study Guide has the following: 
 

 Goal Setting 
 

 Exam Preparation 
 

 Study Techniques 
 

 Study Planning your time 
 

 Websites for practice exams and tips 
 
The link to the guide is here:  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c7Clmu9UtdIehU4DE2J0enjbRiN8EpVjYAAOYepeSNI/edit 

Te Aho Reports Years 9 - 13 Learners Released Today!! 
 
 

Te Aho Reports for Weeks 8 & 9 Term Three have been finalised today through the KAMAR Portal. 

Te Aho Reports focus on: 
 
 Personal Excellence: When a Garin Learner has developed the Christian 
values and capabilities to enable them to lead a fulfilling, successful and 
healthy life by making a positive contribution to their local community.  
 
Academic Excellence: When a Garin Learner has developed learning 
skills and specific knowledge, skills and understanding that enable them 
to flourish in their chosen pathways.  

 
The rubric for Te Aho reports can be found on this link: https://docs.google.com/document/
d/14xucjNa40fiMOBgeWJgRG-R8RuhJrRG14W8eXYs8djI/edit    

 

 

Preparing for Year 11 - 13 Learners Learning Guide 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c7Clmu9UtdIehU4DE2J0enjbRiN8EpVjYAAOYepeSNI/edit?usp=sharing


 

Derived Grade Examinations for Garin College will take place on Monday 27th September to Friday 3rd October.  
  
Derived Grade Examinations are particularly important this year. It is in the interests of all Garin learners to prepare 
well and ensure that they treat these exams as if they were the final examinations in November. There are two rea-
sons for this: 

1. If we are in lockdown at the end of the year and no secondary school learners can sit their exams, these  
     results will be shared with NZQA and may be used as the external grade. 
 
1. Feedback is important and this is an opportunity for Garin learners to be given valuable feedback on how    
     to improve their performance at the end of the year. 

 

Guidelines for Derived Grade Examinations at Garin College 

   
1. Senior learning subjects have either an exam or a workshop during this time. 

   
2. Morning exams begin at 9:00am and afternoon exams begin at 2:00pm. Garin learners  
    are expected to arrive 15 minutes prior to the start of the exam and must have all of the       
    equipment they need. 

  
3. Garin learners need to wear school uniform during the Derived Grade Examinations. 

  
4. No senior classes are held during Derived Grade Examinations week. 

  
5. Make sure you bring all the equipment you need including spare pens. Bags are to be left 
    at the front of the room. Cell Phones must be turned off. Items such as cellphones and       
    keys can be kept in a clear plastic bag on the floor under your desk in case of emergency 
    evacuation.  
 
6. Garin learners, who are away during exams for unjustified reasons, e.g. family holidays,    
    will be unable to provide sufficient evidence of a grade. 

Derived Grade Exams 2021 Garin College 

 



As part of our Strategic Plan - Ako Learning - we have explored in 2020 through a Community of Practice (that in-
cluded all Secondary Schools in the Top of the South), a project whereby the Garin College group identified a partic-
ular aspect of practice for evolution and 
growth. 

Learner Capabilities Year 9 - Mahi Tahi 

 

As part of our Strategic Plan - Ako Learning - we have explored in 2020 through a Community of Practice (that 
included all Secondary Schools in the Top of the South), a project whereby the Garin College group identified a 
particular aspect of practice for evolution and growth.  
 
We surveyed/ interviewed Garin learners, Garin staff, Garin Whanau and Garin Alumni. Common themes for 
growth were learner capabilities related to the Aotearoa New Zealand Key Competencies and in particular:  
 
1. Self Management - a related concept in te ao Maori would be Rangatiratanga 
2. Collaboration - a related concept in te ao Maori would be Mahi Tahi  
3. Communication - a related concept in te ao Maori would be Korero  
4. Problem Solving - a related concept in te ao Maori would be Whakatau Kaupapa. 
 
All Year 9 learners have completed their Mahi Tahi reflection in class today. All Year 9 learners will focus on 
Collaboration over Terms 3 - 4.  
 
The rubric our Staff will be using is on the link and in the image below: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-i1JxT6hXS8h1zkMA-YSare8VauyKfjlTvz4T9d2WAg/edit 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-i1JxT6hXS8h1zkMA-YSare8VauyKfjlTvz4T9d2WAg/edit?usp=sharing


NCEA Learning 2021 - Partnerships 

At this point in the year our Senior Year 11 - 13 learners are completing their internal learning assessments and 
preparing for their external exams in November. It is important for their learning that they complete and attempt 
all assessments to the best of their ability.  Garin College is committed and focused on personal excellence and ask 
all learners to strive for the best they can be. 
 
Whanau/ parents can login to KAMAR Portal by following the steps below: 
 

1. Login to KAMAR Portal 
 

2. Click on Results - NCEA Summary 

 

3. You will be able to see NCEA Results for each Year with 2020 at the top 

 

Discussing your son/ daughter’s learning with them has a dramatic impact on achievement and we encourage 
all Whanau to have a learning conversation with their son/ daughter. 



 
 

NCEA Update 2021 

Kia ora koutou, 

NZQA and the Ministry of Education have worked with the Minister’s Professional Advisory Group and oth-
er  sector leaders to consider how we make sure all students receive appropriate support.  

The Government has decided that students disrupted by 16 days of COVID-19 lockdown this  year will be eligi-
ble to receive Learning Recognition Credits (LRCs) at a rate of 1 LRC per 5  credits achieved through assessment, 
up to a cap of 8 LRCs at NCEA Level 1, and 6 LRCs  and Levels 2 and 3.  

 Endorsement remains at 50 credits for Level 1, 2 & 3 

 Subject endorsements are when a learner has achieved 14 credits (including 3 external credits) at the Merit & 
Excellence level.  
 University Entrance requirements are three University Entrance approved subjects at 14 credits each.  

Nga Mihi nui, 
Garin College 

   
  

 

School Trophies 

  

All Prizegiving trophies to please be  

returned to the school office. 

  

We are preparing for Prizegiving 2021 and need these re-

tried as soon as possible. 

Many thanks 

NZSTA 

NZ School Trustees Association 

Each year in September, boards hold student elections for their board’s student representative. Boards of state and state-
integrated schools with students above Year 9 must have a student representative (unless they have an approved alternative 
constitution that does not require one). Student representatives have equal standing, voice, accountabilities and voting 
rights as any other board member. 

Our Student Representative election will be held on Wednesday 27 October. 

Nominations open on Monday 27 September and close Friday 1 October 2021. Students will be emailed  

nomination forms on Monday, copies can also be found on our intranet and hard copies in the office. 
 

All Y9 —Y12 students are eligible to nominate themselves or another student  for nomination of  

Student Representative to our Board of Trustees. For more information, visit:  https://www.trustee-election.co.nz/becoming-

a-board-member/student-board-members/ 



 
 

Social Justice Week 2021 highlights the Beatitudes with the theme of encounter and community. Play 
your part by completing one of the following activities, then emailing your response to Mrs Ward, and be 
in the draw to win a LARGE BOX OF FAVOURITES.  
To be drawn by Mr Maguire on the last day of Term 3. 

 
 

 
1. Read Matthew 5:1-12 The Beatitudes.  In a pair or 
group, REWRITE the Beatitudes in your own words 
and present this either electronically or on A4 paper.   
 
→ Email markelleward@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz 

 

       OR 

 

2. Read Matthew 5:1-12.The Beatitudes  In a pair or group 
check out the Beatitudes cards and see if you can ORDER the 
Beatitudes in the order that Jesus shared them. Discuss wheth-
er the order is important. Beatitudes Cards 

→ Email markelleward@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz 

 
 
 
 

OR 

 

3. WATCH this animation about Fratelli Tutti with a friend and discuss your 
highlights Fratelli Tutti video: 
 
→  SUM UP the video up in 5 key points. 
→ Email markelleward@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz 

 

OR 

4. Draw an image, find a 
quote, take a picture of the 
Catholic Social Teaching Princi-
ples in your daily life and place 
it up on Instagram using the 
hashtag #SJW2021 and include 
in @caritasaotearoa   

 

Social Justice Week Activity Doc 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A1-12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A1-12&version=NIV
https://caritas.org.nz/system/files/resources/Beatitudes%20cards.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWpoIo3mlgk&t=13s
mailto:markelleward@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz


 

WELLBEING CORNER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kia ora Garin Whānau 

I can't believe that we are about to start week 10 already! Most of 2021 is already behind us.  

My thoughts are with the seniors this weekend, who are preparing to go into this year's round of practice exams.  

This can be a really stressful time, but remember that you've got this!  

Studyit has some fantastic tips and tricks for study, so hit this link if you want to check it out: https://studyit.govt.nz/ 

Most people can recall a time that they have gone to do something like an exam, public speaking, or tried to recall infor-
mation in a pressured environment, and found that they've gone 'blank'. A lot of people don't realise that the reason for 
this is that the emotional, and thinking parts of the brain cannot operate at the same time.  

This means that if you are emotionally activated, it is really hard to use that thinking part of your brain to recall infor-
mation, which can sometimes make things like exams stressful. 

The best way to work with this, is to make sure that you try to enter the exam in a calm state, meaning that you are not 
emotionally activated. This means the thinking part of your brain can work freely, meaning that you won't go blank.  

Whilst it is totally normal to feel nervous or anxious before exams, try not to let it take over. 

Remember deep breathing, and grounding techniques can work wonders if you are feeling anxious.  Here is an example of 
each: https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/media/7651/relaxation-and-breathing-17may19-interactive.pdf 

Also remember that the counselling team are here to help. Email Kate anytime or pop into the office to make an appoint-
ment. You can also find our online referral form here:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1X_uep7OPYQ1zdAQD9JfH_abLGGjvR5i_jPGXNx4P_e0/viewform?edit_requested=true 

Ngā mihi,  

Kate and the Counselling Team. 

 

A reminder it is Mental Health Awareness week next week   



 
 
Kia Ora koutou Garin College community, 
 
This week coming is Mental Health Awareness week and the school is very excited to be raising awareness around 
mental health in New Zealand and how we can improve and keep on top of our mental health, this is most 
paramount at the moment especially with an uncertain future ahead of us regarding Covid 19 and the nation’s 
most recent lockdown.  
 
Throughout the week we have planned many activities for the junior school to participate in whilst the seniors are 
sitting their mock exams. These activities are designed to provide a safe and protected environment where people 
can explore and find new ways to help with their mental wellbeing such as getting active, learning, connecting, 
giving and taking notice.  
 
Looking after your mental health is one of the most important things you can do for yourself because this flows 
onto many other aspects of your life. Being able to have a solid foundation for your mental health allows you to be 
able to handle stress and other things that might affect you. This is particularly important as we enter exam season 
so having balance in your life will help a lot. The activities that are being held next week help raise awareness to 
just some of the activities you can do to build a solid foundation for your mental wellbeing and balance in your life. 
See below for next week’s itinerary.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Your Health and Wellbeing captains, 
Holly and Bridget 

Activities

Monday Mental Health Awareness whānau quiz  

 

  Faith based workshop with Sue Kersten in p3 - Developing Principles to live by; Guides to get you back on 

  track when the going gets tough.  Please r.s.v.p to suekersten@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz  by 4pm Sunday 26/9 

  for catering purposes. Please also indicate dietary requirements., by Sunday 26/9 4pm for catering purposes. 

  Workshop will be in P3. 

 

Tuesday Walk and talk session with Mrs Eggers second break around the field  - meet at the gym at 1pm. 

 

Wednesday Whānau Kahoot 

  Ms Williams to run a fitness session at lunchtime on the field. - bring sports gear 

 

Thursday Therapeutic colouring lunch time in the library - Kate to run with Julia. Snacks provided 

 

Friday  School wide compliments activity - Starting in whānau continuing for the day. 

 



SPORTS HQ 

Thank you all to coaches and managers for your contribution to our winter sports programme this year. It is such 

a shame that the season ended before the playoff stage was reached for most codes. We appreciate the many 

ways you have supported our students this winter, and we look forward to acknowledging your contribution and 

that of our other volunteer coaches and managers at our Sports Awards Ceremony on Thursday, 21 October. 

This week we have more outstanding student successes to share. We congratulate Jasmine Barney on being se-

lected for the New Zealand Football U17 Women's Training Camp to be held in Auckland during the school holi-

days. Also, congratulations to Maia Grant, who was named the Nelson Netball Centre Youth Volunteer of the 

Year at their annual prizegiving. These are outstanding achievements, well done girls! 

Finally, a reminder to students to be sure to sign up for summer sports before the end of term. Check out the 

Summer Sport Sign Up link on the Garin homepage. If you have any questions about summer sport and active 

recreation, please be sure to reach out to me. 

Martine McCabe 

Sports and Recreation Coordinator 



 

 

 


