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Public Office 
Hours  

8.15am - 3.30pm 
Monday - Friday 
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Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau, 

This week we celebrated our National Catholic Schools day on Wednes-
day  29th September with our liturgy of gratitude and celebration for our 
tūrangawaewae at junior assembly on Tuesday. This day recognises the special 
place that Catholic education has in Aotearoa. In our Catholic schools, the in-
terconnectedness of faith, the teachings of Jesus, whānau, learning and an 
inclusive values based community enhance the lives of us all.  

We look forward to joining Hayden Powick, a 2009 Garin College graduate for his ordination ceremo-
ny. This will be a time of celebration for the Garin College community and even more so, as Hayden 
is the first Garin graduate to be ordained. We congratulate Hayden and his whānau.  We look for-
ward to celebrating his ordination at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish Church Richmond 9th Octo-
ber at 9.00am.  
 

The benefits of derived grade exams have been echoed by the 
students as teachers hear them leaving exams. The shared expe-
rience and dialogue between the students brings out the key 
supports that work for the students and areas where they know 
they need to ask more, revise or focus for future exams. Con-
gratulations to our senior learners on their resilience through-
out the week. Focus now on the feedback you receive from your 
teachers and focus for your externals in November/December. 
Thank you to Rachel Cookson and Lisa Dunn for an amazing 
combined effort in providing a well organised exam centre for 
our students.  

 
It is a pleasure to attend any of our Journey camps but last week it was my privilege to attend our 
Year 12 students Ascent Journey Programme at Whenua Iti. The focus of their journey is on servant 
leadership and fellowship. We take inspiration from Jesus as the model of compassion and as a vi-
sionary leader. It was wonderful to experience the growth that has occurred over four years in the 
College for these students and to see their desire to step up to lead in the College next year but also 
to experience the collegiality, inclusiveness and mutual support 
to each other whether they are a student wishing to lead in a 
major role or a student wanting to support the leadership of oth-
ers in the collective of the year group.  
 
Our Student Board Representative election will be held early next 
term. We look forward to those students standing for election 
presenting at our first school assembly for term 4. 
 
I wish you all a well deserved and enjoyable holiday break. 
 
Mā te Atua koe e tiaki, 
Ngā mihi manaakitanga 
May God’s Blessings be upon us all.  

John Maguire 
Principal 

 From our Principal, John Maguire 
 

S c h o o l  C a l e n d a r :  
 

Friday 1 October   End of Term 3 

Monday 18 October   Start of Term 4 

Thursday 21 October   Sports Awards, 6pm 

Saturday 23 October   Garin College Ball 

Monday 25 October   Labour Day—school closed 

Tuesday 26 October  BOT meeting 

Wednesday 27 October  Club Garin Colours Awards 

Take a moment … 

Ko te whakapono  ko te mātauranga  ko te ātua 

Faith and Wisdom 

  

The ceremony will be live 

streamed at the Richmond Parish 

from 8:50am. Link to the live 

stream: https://

youtu.be/6epfkTDBRl4 



Newsletter Week 10 Term Three 

 
This week our senior learners are completing Derived Grade Exams. These exams support our 
learners to know and understand what areas of their learning they can continue to grow in. 
This is focused on feedback from Garin staff and the action of Garin learners to act on this 
feedback. 
 

We encourage all Whānau to sit down with their child and ask: 

  

- What aspects of your learning went well? 

- What areas do you know you need to focus on based on this experience? 

- What can we do together so you are able to reach this goal? 

- How can our whānau support you to reach your learning goals? 

Teaching and Learning 

Derived Grade Exams 2021  



As a College we see this as a learning moment and an opportunity to improve. Comments and 
next steps will be returned to staff during Week 1 of Term Four. This will enable our learners to 
work in partnership with Garin staff to understand where they are, where they need to place 
their focus and the learning they need to develop for their November/ December exams. Exams 
can provide stress to our young people and it is to balance this with the opportunity to present 
how much they have learned and developed through the 2021 year. 

Catholic Schools Day 2021  

 

 

On Tuesday, we celebrated Catholic Schools Day in Aotearoa. Our 2021 theme is Tūrangawaewae: 
Catholic Schools - A Place to Stand.  
 
This reminds us that: 
1.It is through our baptism we become te whānau whakapono. 
 

2. Our school is a place to strengthen our faith and commitment to te whānau whakapono. 

We prayed for Justice and a call to stand proud in our Catholic Faith. We are part of so much more 
than just Garin. We are part of a community of 65,000 other young people in Aotearoa that is 
unique to any other school in this region. We are called to be the hands, face and feet of Jesus 
Christ. To serve and to speak for the justice of all.  



NCEA Changes  

 

You’re probably aware that NCEA is changing. Following wide scale public engagement, a number of 
changes are being introduced including simplifying NCEA’s structure, strengthening numeracy and litera-
cy requirements, and revising all of the achievement standards so that subjects have fewer larger, stand-
ards. New achievement standards will be introduced at Level 1 in 2023, at Level 2 in 2024 and at Level 3 
in 2025. There are also a few changes being introduced straight away, including the following: 
 
NCEA qualifications are now free... 
 
Courses can be awarded endorsements at the achieved level, in addition to merit and excellence. 
 
Resubmission of an achievement standard is only available to move from ‘Not Achieved’ to ‘Achieved’ 
 
Some Special Assessment Conditions have become easier to access. 
 
The graphic included in the link below gives an overview of the changes and you may also like to view 
this Ministry of Education pamphlet which provides a little more information: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zRCgenlo_eO33n6ThWuHov4Pw9nrDyOm/view?usp=sharing 

Providing the Covid alert levels allow, I’ll hold an information evening soon for anyone who’d like to dis-
cuss the changes or find out more. Stay tuned for further details.  

Jeremy Cumming 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zRCgenlo_eO33n6ThWuHov4Pw9nrDyOm/view?usp=sharing


Garin College Graduate Profile - Whānau Consultation Evening 

 

Whānau are invited to attend an information and feedback session on our Garin College Graduate Pro-
file. In this meeting you will review the Graduate Profile, provide feedback and raise questions about the 
profile itself. 
 

When: Thursday 21st October 

Where: Garin College Library 

Time: 6 - 7pm 

  

What is the purpose of a Graduate Profile? 

 To establish a progressive picture of what the ‘step’ looks like at Garin College as a learner moves up the     
     year levels. 

 To determine what a Graduate Learner looks like as they leave Garin  
 

How does this relate to learning? 

 

In the same way the New Zealand Curriculum progressions provide a bar for learning, a Graduate Profile provides a 
holistic tier system to measure or match our goals against, for each year level. 
 

At Garin College this concept embraces a wide range of learning and holistic areas, including: 
 Academic 

 Intellectual 
 Physical 
 Cultural 

 Emotional 
 Social 
 Spiritual/Special Character 

 

These things also align to our College Vision and Te Tiriti o Waitangi, as well as impacting in practical ways such as 
how to use Whanau time. 
 

As we develop this Graduate Learner Profile together for Garin, it will embrace everything we are trying to do for 
and with our learners, at each level, with clear guides and indicators. Let’s keep developing this framework for Ga-
rin to promote student wellbeing, strengths, capabilities, knowledge and skills, and a solid spiritual faith founda-
tion as well! 



 

Real and proven strategies to improve your achievement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are strong claims, based on sizable research, for the value of study advice and guides. Strong relationships 
between home and school supports student learning is shown by the many studies reviewed in Biddulph (2003): 

 Evidence suggests that study advice and guides enhance learning both at home and in school settings 
 

 Discussion of study habits and techniques between students and their family increases learning achieve     
     -ment 

 

 Fostering students self management and self motivation increases academic achievement 
 
 
The Garin College Study Guide has the following: 
 

 Goal Setting 
 

 Exam Preparation 
 

 Study Techniques 
 

 Study Planning your time 
 

 Websites for practice exams and tips 
 
The link to the guide is here:  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c7Clmu9UtdIehU4DE2J0enjbRiN8EpVjYAAOYepeSNI/edit 

 

 

 

Preparing for Year 11 - 13 Learners Learning Guide 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c7Clmu9UtdIehU4DE2J0enjbRiN8EpVjYAAOYepeSNI/edit?usp=sharing


NCEA Learning 2021 - Partnerships 

At this point in the year our Senior Year 11 - 13 learners are completing their internal learning assessments and 
preparing for their external exams in November. It is important for their learning that they complete and attempt 
all assessments to the best of their ability.  Garin College is committed and focused on personal excellence and ask 
all learners to strive for the best they can be. 
 
Whanau/ parents can login to KAMAR Portal by following the steps below: 
 

1. Login to KAMAR Portal 
 

2. Click on Results - NCEA Summary 

 

3. You will be able to see NCEA Results for each Year with 2020 at the top 

 

Discussing your son/ daughter’s learning with them has a dramatic impact on achievement and we encourage 
all Whanau to have a learning conversation with their son/ daughter. 



Year 12 Journey 2021 - Leadership Day - Whenua Iti Outdoors  

The Year 12 ‘Ascent’ Journey Programme is focused on Servant Leadership, a model 

of compassion and vision that Jesus walked. It is about seeing ourselves as leaders 

and servants through cooperation, teamwork and working together. 

Last Friday, the 24th of September, the Year 12 students of Garin College had the opportunity to head off to 
Whenua Iti for a one-day event in place of the originally planned three-day camp. Students broke into groups led 
by the staff and got to know each other through puzzling mind-benders and competitive games. All students par-
ticipated in many rotations such as the low ropes, high ropes, trapeze, climbing frames, orienteering, obstacle 
course, and team-building exercises. These activities allowed students to get to know each other better and con-
nect on a deeper level as we earned each other’s trust and formed new friendships.  
 

At the end of an exhausting but exciting day, all came together for a leadership workshop led by Mr Maguire, with 
the help of some current Year 13 leaders. Students learnt about responsibility and their role in the school, and 
how they could be examples for years to come. The day ended with shared karakia and kai: burgers, salad, and 
brownies - the best way to end a fun-filled day! 
 

Thank you to the staff who supported the Journey Camp on the day: Mr Cumming, Mrs Eggers, Mr Maguire and 
Ms Butler - and to the amazing team at Whenua Iti Outdoors. 
 
By Josephine Hills 
 

 



WELLBEING CORNER 
Kia ora Garin whānau 

This week was Mental Health Awareness Week here at school. The theme was Ma Te Kōrero Ka Ora - Take time to Kōrero. 
Talking may seem like a pretty basic thing we all do all the time. Truth be told, it is one of the most powerful things we can 
do to support our wellbeing.  

Conversation in itself helps us to process emotions and events, to heal, understand, learn, teach, and to connect with other 
people.  

Whether it is to friends, whānau, a counsellor, or other professional—make time to talk—this week, and every other week. 

We had some cool activities happening around the school this week, from work shops, colouring and to fitness classes.   

We finished off the week with a school wide compliments activity, and even early in the week I enjoyed seeing students and 
staff complimenting each other. 

Below are some photos that were taken throughout the week. 

Have the best holiday break. Take time to recharge, and do not forget that self-care. 

God 
bless, 
Kate 
and 
the 
Coun-

selling Team. 
 



 
 

NCEA Update 2021 

Kia ora koutou, 
 

NZQA and the Ministry of Education have worked with the Minister’s Professional Advisory Group and other   sector 
leaders to consider how we make sure all students receive appropriate support.  
The Government has decided that students disrupted by 16 days of COVID-19 lockdown this  year will be eligible to receive 
Learning Recognition Credits (LRCs) at a rate of 1 LRC per 5  credits achieved through assessment, up to a cap of 8 LRCs at 
NCEA Level 1, and 6 LRCs  and Levels 2 and 3.  

Endorsement remains at 50 credits for Level 1, 2 & 3 

Subject endorsements are when a learner has achieved 14 credits (including 3 external credits) at the Merit & Excellence 
level.  

University Entrance requirements are three University Entrance approved subjects at 14 credits each.  
 
Nga Mihi nui, 
Garin College 

   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

School Trophies 

  

All Prizegiving trophies to please be  

returned to the school office. 

  

We are preparing for Prizegiving 2021 and need these re-

tried as soon as possible. 

Many thanks 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to several Club Garin committee members finishing up at the end of the year, we are looking for 
expressions of interest to join. 

The primary role of the committee is to oversee the distribution of allocated funds and where possible, 
to attract targeted funding to support its philosophy of furthering the education of all students at Garin 
College in the Arts, Sports and Community Service outside the classroom. These opportunities are to be 
further to or in addition to curriculum based activities/opportunities. 

Please have a look at the brochure attachment for more information. Please forward any expression of 
interest to: achieve@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz or come along to the next meeting which will be held on 
Thursday 4th November at 3.30pm at the college. Further meeting dates/times for 2022 can be 
changed by the new incumbent members. 



 

 

 

 

 

Last Opportunity to Learn Something New for 2021 

  
Parents, what would you like to learn?  Perhaps a different language, a new skill or craft? Would you like 

to be introduced to new computing and technology skills, music skills or maybe you would like to focus 

on improving your health & wellbeing.   

 

Waimea Adult & Community Education has a diverse range of courses and weekend workshops to help 

you achieve your goals.  For details visit www.waimea.school.nz/community-education or 

email ace@waimea.school.nz or phone Jo Johnston 544-6099 (870). 

http://www.waimea.school.nz/community-education
mailto:ace@waimea.school.nz

