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Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau, 

 
Kia ora tatou ngā whānau 
 
A big welcome back to you all for our final term of 2021. The beautiful 
warm spring weather,  the flowering blossom trees and the sweet smell of 
freshly cut grass provided a positive backdrop to the arrival of our learners as they returned 
from their well deserved holiday. The joy of learners arriving and reacquainting themselves with 
each other and their teachers reminds us of the importance of relationship and connectivity in 
our wellbeing. Our learners have re-established themselves in their classroom learning pro-
grammes with positive energy and commitment. This week our senior learners have received 
their assessment feedback from their teachers following the derived grade exams last term. This 
is a time for our learners to reflect on the formative feedback and seek clarity for their next 
steps in their learning as they progress assessment evidence for internal assessments and pre-
pare for their external NCEA examinations later in the term.  I am sure as the term progresses 
and exams are held there will be time for our graduating learners to reflect on their years at 
Garin College and also a time for us as a College to reflect on all the ways our students have 
served and grown our College into a place of belonging for all. 
   
Our Year 12 students have now completed their online applications for the 2022 student leader-
ship roles: Arts Leader, Christian Service Leader, Nga Amorangi Leader, Academic Leader, Sports 
Leader. I thank all students for their thoughtful and aspirational applications reflecting their will-
ingness to be servant leaders in the college. Interviews for these leadership positions are now 
underway. I look forward to making the leadership announcements in due course. There re-
mains our many other leadership roles to be appointed and again we look forward to our learn-
ers expressing their willingness to lead in these roles.  
 
‘Servant leaders don’t follow the status quo - they question it and then transform it into a better 
brand of good.’ (Pope Francis) 
 
This week at our live stream assembly we were privileged to hear from our three candidates for 
the election for the Board Student Representative. Thank you to Jaanvi Harrison, James Ivamy 
and Jesse Sherlock  for standing for election, I wish you all the very best. The election closes 
next week on Wednesday 27 October. We look forward to our Election Officer JP. Mr Laurie 
Gabities announcement of results soon after. 
 
Thank you to all parents, caregivers and whānau for preparing and supporting your children for 
the new term. I have been pleased with the presentation of our learners' uniform and prepared-
ness for learning. I ask that you continue to promote the Covid-19 health messages hygiene 
messages, hand washing, cough and sneeze etiquette and if unwell with cold or flu symptoms 
stay home, call their doctor or contact Healthline 0800 358 5453. 
 
Have a wonderful long weekend. 
 

Ngā mihi nui 

 
John Maguire 

 From our Principal, John Maguire 
 

S c h o o l  C a l e n d a r :  
 

Thursday 21 October   Sports Awards, in-school event 

Monday 25 October   Labour Day—school closed 

Tuesday 26 October  BOT meeting 

New Date TBC   Club Garin Colours Awards 

Date TBC     Prizegiving-in-house if Alert Level 2 

Take a moment … 

                                                     “Peace begins with a smile.”   

                                                              St Mother Teresa 

  



 
Jeremiah 31: 7-9, Psalm 125, Hebrews 5: 1-6, Mark 10: 46-52 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31 v 7-9 

“They will cry and pray as I bring them home. They won’t stumble as I will lead them along a level road to streams 
of water”. 

 

The Lord’s words are like holding a sheltering umbrella 
over the heads of the people. God shepherds the people 
through the desert to a promised land ‘flowing with milk 
and honey’. Amidst the hardship they are cradled in 
God’s loving arms. The First Reading is a cause for hope 
and joy for the people of God especially the “lost, the 
homeless, the disabled, the disadvantaged, those with 
child” - all are given hope and can rejoice in the loving 
intervention of their God. The ‘journey’ is emphasised - 
the people will be led beside brooks of running water. 
This is such a soothing image for people who are in the 
grip of the fear of defeat, destruction and slavery. We 
can liken this to the uncertainty of our lives today - there is so much to take in with the global effects of Covid-19, 
climate change, and constant news of violence and corruption in our world. In this Reading the Lord promises to 
make the peoples’ path straight and smooth without stones or bumps they might stumble over. He does the same 
for us. 

We can see how this matches with this week’s Gospel. 
Jesus has become human in order to show the way to 
salvation. He takes the blindness from those who cannot 
see and sets them down on the road to follow Him. We 
find Bartimaeus in today’s Gospel story, a blind beggar, 
sitting beside the road, crying out for Jesus who is passing 
by on his way up to Jerusalem. Asking to be made whole 
and to receive his sight, Bartimaeus is told by Jesus to go 
on his way, that his faith has made him well. He receives 
his sight and follows Jesus along the road. How reassur-

ing it is that we can call out to Jesus as Bartimaeus did. Not only did this blind man recognise who Jesus was, he 
also realised what Jesus could do. Jesus responds with the classic call to discipleship, “Call him here.” We too, can 
respond to Jesus’ call to come closer. 
 

Edited from www.liturgy centre auckland 

ON THE UPSIDE-DOWN ROAD 
 

We see you stride ahead, the dark road stretches on. 
With purpose firm, Jesus, you walk until your work is 
done.    
We often lag behind, uncomprehending still, 
fearful of heart, confused in mind, irresolute of will. 
 

 

We gather, servant Lord, we see your love made plain. 
Give us fresh courage, greater love to take your way again. 
May your abundant grace give us the grace to be 

folk who reflect our Saviour’s face in lives of service free. 
 

(Leith Fisher . Source: Bare Feet &amp; Butterflies.) 

This week is the Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time -‘The call from Jesus’  

Newsletter Week 1 Term Four 

 

 

 

http://www.liturgycentre


 

2021 Synod: For a Synodal Church 

 
 
“Synodality starts with hearing from the whole People of God. A Church that teaches must be firstly a Church that 
listens. Consulting all members of the Church is vital because, as the Second Vatican Council reminded us, the faith-
ful as a whole are anointed by the Holy Spirit…” 
 

“There is no need to create another church, but to create a different church…” 

Pope Francis, 9 October 2021 

 
Listening – Discernment – Journey – Mission – Future 
Sharing – Creativity – Communion – Authenticity 
 
 
 
 
 

A global synod will take place soon as the Church embarks on a journey with Catholics around the world. 
In the words of Pope Francis, “we need creativity of the Gospel, not ‘a defensive Catholicism”. This global 
synod gives us all the opportunity to listen to the Holy Spirit, reflect on what it means to be the People of 
God journeying together, and be creative as we imagine a Church of the future where all are welcome 
and nobody is left behind. 
 

What Holy Family Parish is offering in our region: 

 

 

  Oct 30/31  1. Our Journey Together 
2. Our Listening 

 
At weekend and weekday  
Masses from 31 October –  
28 November, at every weekend and 
weekday Mass, there will be time 
given at the end of the Mass to re-
flect on the ten Synod topics – two 
different topics each week. Respons-
es will be collected preferably at the 
Mass, and can also be submitted 
online. 
 

  Nov 6/7  3. Our Speaking Up 
4. Gathering 

  Nov 13/14  5. Our Mission 
6. Our Conversation 

  Nov 20/21  7. With Other Christians 
8. Sharing Responsibility 

  Nov 27/28  9.   Our Decision-Making 
10. Learning To Journey Together 

For more information on this Synod process, please paste this URL for Synod Infor-
mation: https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/about/archdiocesan-synod/  

  

The purpose of the Synod is to CONNECT, ENGAGE and INSPIRE. JOIN US! 

https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/about/archdiocesan-synod/
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/about/archdiocesan-synod/


NCEA Changes  

 

You’re probably aware that NCEA is changing. Following wide scale public engagement, a number of 
changes are being introduced including simplifying NCEA’s structure, strengthening numeracy and litera-
cy requirements, and revising all of the achievement standards so that subjects have fewer larger, stand-
ards. New achievement standards will be introduced at Level 1 in 2023, at Level 2 in 2024 and at Level 3 
in 2025. There are also a few changes being introduced straight away, including the following: 
 
NCEA qualifications are now free... 
 
Courses can be awarded endorsements at the achieved level, in addition to merit and excellence. 
 
Resubmission of an achievement standard is only available to move from ‘Not Achieved’ to ‘Achieved’ 
 
Some Special Assessment Conditions have become easier to access. 
 
The graphic included in the link below gives an overview of the changes and you may also like to view 
this Ministry of Education pamphlet which provides a little more information: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zRCgenlo_eO33n6ThWuHov4Pw9nrDyOm/view?usp=sharing 

Providing the Covid alert levels allow, I’ll hold an information evening soon for anyone who’d like to dis-
cuss the changes or find out more. Stay tuned for further details.  

Jeremy Cumming 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zRCgenlo_eO33n6ThWuHov4Pw9nrDyOm/view?usp=sharing


 

Real and proven strategies to improve your achievement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are strong claims, based on sizable research, for the value of study advice and guides. Strong relationships 
between home and school supports student learning is shown by the many studies reviewed in Biddulph (2003): 

• Evidence suggests that study advice and guides enhance learning both at home and in school settings 
 

• Discussion of study habits and techniques between students and their family increases learning achieve     
     -ment 

 

• Fostering students self management and self motivation increases academic achievement 
 
 
The Garin College Study Guide has the following: 
 

• Goal Setting 
 

• Exam Preparation 
 

• Study Techniques 
 

• Study Planning your time 
 

• Websites for practice exams and tips 
 
The link to the guide is here:  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c7Clmu9UtdIehU4DE2J0enjbRiN8EpVjYAAOYepeSNI/edit 

 

 

 

Preparing for Year 11 - 13 Learners Learning Guide 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c7Clmu9UtdIehU4DE2J0enjbRiN8EpVjYAAOYepeSNI/edit?usp=sharing


NCEA Learning 2021 - Partnerships 

At this point in the year our Senior Year 11 - 13 learners are completing their internal learning assessments and 
preparing for their external exams in November. It is important for their learning that they complete and attempt 
all assessments to the best of their ability.  Garin College is committed and focused on personal excellence and ask 
all learners to strive for the best they can be. 
 
Whanau/ parents can login to KAMAR Portal by following the steps below: 
 

1. Login to KAMAR Portal 
 

2. Click on Results - NCEA Summary 

 

3. You will be able to see NCEA Results for each Year with 2020 at the top 

 

Discussing your son/ daughter’s learning with them has a dramatic impact on achievement and we encourage 
all Whanau to have a learning conversation with their son/ daughter. 



Student Board of Trustees Representative Election 

Board of state and state-integrated schools with students above Year 9 must hold a student representative elec-

tion in September each year (unless they have an approved alternative constitution that does not require one).  

Our election process this year is well under way; voting closes Wednesday 27 October at 4pm. 

This year Garin College has three capable students, nominated and standing for election this year. There bio’s are 

listed below: 

Brief Bios for Student representatives on the Garin Board of Trustees 

October 2021 

Jaanvi Harrison 

Kia Ora Garin College! 
Some of you may know me already, my name is Jaanvi and I am running to be your student Board of 
Trustees rep. I'm running because I believe that Garin College has not listened to its students enough. We 
need a strong voice on the Board of Trustees who can make serious changes in the way we treat our-
selves and others. Garin needs to become a more accepting school. For example, we need to make more 
room in the dress code for self-expression. Students should be able to wear jewellery, dye their hair, and 
express themselves without violating the school rules. A vote for Jaanvi Harrison is a vote for change, and 
a vote for a better Garin College. 
 

James Ivamy 

My name is James Ivamy and I am in year 11, currently. Whilst I have been at Garin I have played in a 

basketball team, been involved in a debating team, and represented you on the Nelson Youth Council 

with a range of issues that will affect teenagers and young adults in the future, such as advocating for 

more bus routes to Wakefield areas, and carrying out surveys on how council spends its money. I am 

standing for the position of student representative on the Board of Trustees because I will provide a 

fresh perspective that combines all of your ideas, as students, into something that has potential to make 

proactive changes to the school. While serving on the board I want to hear more from you and what you 

want. I would like to advocate for more recreational facilities such as another basketball hoop outside B-

Block, and another ping-pong table, alongside permanent 4-square courts. I am humbly asking for your 

vote, and in exchange I will give your voice to the board in a more productive, and active way than is currently ex-

pected of your BOT rep. If you want to discuss things further, email or DM me.  

Email: jamesivamy@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz  
 

Jesse Sherlock 

Hi there. I am once again asking you for your vote. My name has been on this piece of paper 3 years in a 

row now this shows my commitment to this role and this school. Over my year on the board I have learnt 

what it’s all about and what things matter. Involvement matters and as you know I am very involved in 

the school community so therefore I can represent you guys well. One of the other reasons is I’m trained 

up ready to serve on the board. I know the people I know the lingo. I know how to deal with what’s going 

on. And I care. I care about Garin College, I care about you. 

mailto:jamesivamy@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz


SPORTS HQ 
Welcome to Term 4 and the resumption of summer sport. We have students participating 
in volleyball, touch rugby, sailing, yoga and cricket this term. If you are interested in getting 
involved in any of the sports and activities, please be sure to reach out and let us know. 

 

At the start of the term we learned that Year 11 student Harry Pugh won the U16 singles 
and placed runner-up in the U16 doubles at the Wellington Tennis Junior Open held during 
the school holidays. Harry was also a member of the Nelson Bays Lucas Cup senior repre-
sentative team against Marlborough, where he played No. 1 and won both his singles and 
doubles matches. Nice work Harry, what an awesome way to start the season. 

 

Also, we congratulate Rebecca Loach, Mya Ketel, Finn Russ and Abbey Smale on their 
recognition from Swim Nelson Marlborough for representing the region at national swim-
ming events this year. This is a testament to the hard work and dedication of these swim-
mers during a year that has seen a number of events cancelled due to the pandemic. 

 

Have a great term. 

 

Martine McCabe 

Sports Coordinator 

 



 

 

 

Sadly, because of Level 2 Alert Level requirements we have had to make a change in format and date to 

our Awards ceremony. This year we will have a student only event where the award recipients will be 

recognised and awarded, however, unfortunately family will not be able to attend. We will confirm the 

date and time when we have worked a suitable date around our  busy school timetable. 

 

Thank you for your understanding.  

School Trophies 

  

All Prizegiving trophies to please be  

returned to the school office. 

  

We are preparing for Prizegiving 2021 and need these re-

tried as soon as possible. 

Many thanks 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to several Club Garin committee members finishing up at the end of the year, we are looking for 
expressions of interest to join. 

The primary role of the committee is to oversee the distribution of allocated funds and where possible, 
to attract targeted funding to support its philosophy of furthering the education of all students at Garin 
College in the Arts, Sports and Community Service outside the classroom. These opportunities are to be 
further to or in addition to curriculum based activities/opportunities. 

Please have a look at the brochure attachment for more information. Please forward any expression of 
interest to: achieve@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz or come along to the next meeting which will be held on 
Thursday 4th November at 3.30pm at the college. Further meeting dates/times for 2022 can be 
changed by the new incumbent members. 

CLUB GARIN COLOUR AWARDS 


