
2025 Principal Pānui -  T1 Week 4 Principal Comment 
 
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau,  
 
Teachers, staff and learners have enjoyed a very positive start to the 2025 college year, with three 
productive weeks filled with engaging learning, the development of strong friendships, and some truly 
memorable experiences. Our Year 9 Journey camps at Whenua Iti Outdoors last week proved to be 
an exciting and positive experience. Despite the significant rainfall, the goal and spirit of the journey 
was certainly achieved with student full engagement in the outdoors. In week two, our Year 13 
students enjoyed their “Summit” Journey camp at Lake Rotoiti. Journey is an opportunity for our 
learners to enrich their spiritual lives, make connections and establish enduring friendships within their 
peer group. I thank our wonderful Teachers and Staff who gave of time and energy to travel to our 
Journey camps and work tirelessly to care for, and support our wonderful students. I further 
acknowledge and thank Markelle Ward DRS for her leadership of the Garin Journey Programme. We 
appreciate the consistent positive energy and active engagement we have witnessed in learning and 
events across the College so far this term, we are excited to continue building on this momentum 
throughout the term. 

Blessing, Liturgy and commissioning of Te Mauri Tapu - Religious Education Centre 
We are excited to announce the opening of our new (four classroom) Religious Education Centre, Te 
Mauri Tapu. We will be marking this significant occasion with the Dawn Kawanga Whare, followed by 
the opening Liturgy, and blessing by the Archbishop Paul Martin SM, creating a moment of reflection 
and celebration for our school community. Please see your invitation below to our celebration this 
Friday 28 February.  

Te Mauri Tapu - Religious Education Centre 

We look forward to our College Opening Mass celebrating the start of our 
2025 school year, 11.40am this  Wednesday 26 February in the College Gym. 
We warmly invite all parents, caregivers, and whānau to join for our Eucharistic 
celebration followed by light refreshments in the College Library. 

 
Year 9 Learners Day 2025 

 
 



Welcome to year 9 Parents - Meet the Y9 Teachers - Tuesday 25 Feb, 5.30pm 
An opportunity for families to meet the teachers of their children early in the school year in a more 
informal setting than traditional parent/teacher interviews. Transition from one school to another is a 
big deal for many students and families; we would like to support you by hosting a mini “day in the life 
of” - so you can see different parts of the school and be familiar with some of the spaces your 
students may talk about.  
 
We welcome our new teachers to the College, 
We welcome - Renee Bouchut - HOF Technology Education,  Ingimar Menzies - Teacher of 
Science, Patrick Gluck - Teacher of English & Social Sciences, Jenn Arai - Teacher of ESOL and 
Literacy, Ayesha Tahir - Teacher of Science, Kate Souness - Teacher of Te reo. We also welcome 
our new support staff Amanda Thompson - Teacher Aide, Nicole Griffiths -  Teacher Aide,  Layla 
Sudol - International Teacher Aide, Ian Hattersly - Assistant Caretaker  We look forward to the 
knowledge, experience and expertise each will bring to the classroom and college.  
 

Welcome to our Student Leadership Team 2025 

 
Left to Right; Abbie Parker - Arts, Kate Rankin - Christian Service, Naima Selg - Arts, Sophie Pahl - 
Christian Service, Flora Jackson and Ben Adlam - Learning, Franchezka Diaz and Hector McNeilly - 
Sport, Sadie Wills - Pasifika Peoples, Gus Western - Sport, Caitlin Gorn and Ayla Turner - Ngā 
Amorangi.  We look forward to an exciting year of student leadership and growth. I wish them every 
success and look forward to introducing these leaders to you next week. 
 
Congratulations to our 2024 NCEA level 1,2&3 students on their success and achievement in NCEA. 
We are extremely pleased by the NZQA provisional NCEA results for 2024. Overall Garin Learner 
achievement NCEA remains well above the comparative National Equity Index Band data. I look 
forward to sharing the confirmed results when these become available. 
 
NCEA - Resources 
If you and/or your child is new to NCEA or you would simply like a refresher, NZQA have created 
several resources to help you understand how it works. Click here to access the NZQA resources and 
videos  
 
Attendance - Just Go! Every single day counts towards your child’s learning at school and gives 
your child the best chance to gain qualifications and do well in life. As a parent or caregiver, you, 
alongside our college, play a key role in building strong habits of regular school attendance. Ultimately 
our goal is for all students to attend school 100% of the time, while many students do achieve this 
across a whole year at Garin. Regular attendance as defined by the Ministry of Education is students 
attending above 90% and up to 100%. We look forward to receiving the energy and commitment of all 
students, parents, caregivers, teachers and staff, to share in promoting and affirming positive 
attendance initiatives throughout the year. We understand that at this time, parents also need support 
in improving their child's attendance; please do not hesitate to contact our school office who will direct 
you to your child’s Whānau Teacher, year level Dean, Health and Counselling team or Senior Leader 
who will connect with you. For further information on attendance, please view the following 
Attendance - Getting back to school - A guide for parents and whānau 
 
 

 
 

https://www.garincollege.ac.nz/understanding-ncea/
https://evidence.ero.govt.nz/documents/attendance-getting-back-to-school-a-guide-for-parents-and-whanau


Managing the Summer heat and Sun Protection 
Due to the summer temperatures and the need to keep cool, students are wearing their correct 
light-weight summer uniform throughout term 1. To ensure the safety and wellbeing of all, we advise 
students to wear their sunhats, stay within the shade, and wear sunblock. Students are reminded to 
keep hydrated, we have free cooled and filtered water stations where students can refill their drink 
bottles.  

Club Garin  
All whānau are welcome to join this team, supporting Garin in many different ways. The next meeting 
is on Tuesday, 25 February, 4.30pm at school - you’re very welcome to join in. 
 
Tertiary Information Evening - Thursday 27 February 
All Year 13 and whānau are invited to this meeting in the school library at 5.30pm. 

 
VolleyBall 
Well done to our volleyball teams that headed to Blenheim 
over the weekend for the Senior Secondary Schools 
Seeding Tournament for Nationals. 
 
Here’s a picture of our Girls Volleyball team winning South 
Island Division 2 last year in Christchurch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many events happening at school are reported in our website News, Upcoming Events - please 
regularly read our school news from there or friend us on FaceBook where most items are 
posted. 
 
I share the following whakatauki that speaks to us as a community of collaboration and our strength 
based approach. It acknowledges that everybody has something to offer, a piece of the puzzle, and by 
working together we will all flourish.  

 Nāu te rourou, nāku te rourou, ka ora ai te iwi  
With your food basket and my food basket the people will thrive.  

 
God Bless 

 

John Maguire 

 
 
 
See below - your invitation to the opening and blessing of Te Mauri Tapu - Religious Education Centre 
 



 
 


