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Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau,  

As Term 2 draws to a close, it’s with immense gratitude that I 
reflect on the incredible journey we’ve shared together, guided 
throughout by our theme: “Call to Family, Community, and 
Participation.” This term, more than ever, we have seen the 
beauty of that call lived out across our College. We give 
heartfelt thanks to God for the many blessings poured out upon 
our Garin College community. From the vibrant energy in our 
classrooms to the cheers on the sports fields, the creativity of 
the arts, and the quiet moments of reflection and prayer; we 
have seen our students flourish, and we give thanks. We must 
rest, allow ourselves to slow down, recharge, maintain balance 
in our lives and nourish ourselves, after all it is now holiday 
time.  

This week we were privileged to gather to celebrate with joy the retirement of Maureen 
Phillips who concluded her role as Principal of St Paul’s School after nine years of 
faithful service. 

Maureen’s courageous and hope-filled leadership has been a gift to Catholic education 
across Te Tau Ihu. She has led with wisdom, humility, and deep faith, nurturing 
generations of tamariki in a school environment shaped by aroha, excellence, and a 
profound belief in each child’s God-given potential.  

Her impact has extended well beyond St Paul’s, contributing to the strength and growth 
of Garin College and our wider Catholic community. As Maureen enters this new season 
of life, we give thanks to God for her witness and dedication. May the peace and joy she 
has shared so generously return to her in abundance.  

Our Term Two Journey 

There is something very special that happens when a school lives its values, not just in word, but in action. This term has 
reminded us that our strength lies in relationships, in the way our learners support one another, in the commitment of our 
staff to go above and beyond, and in the unwavering support of our parents and caregivers. Every act of kindness, every 
challenge overcome, and every celebration shared has been a testament to the faith, unity, and wairua of Garin College. 

Learning has been at the heart of everything this term, and it's been a joy to 
see our learners engaging deeply across all levels. From our senior field 
trips to Wellington for Level 2 Geography and Level 3 Biology, to the 
creative spark of our Koru Scriptwriting Workshop and the curiosity explored 
during Careers Day, students have taken on new challenges with 
enthusiasm and maturity. Our Year 11 students also undertook their 
Kaitiakitanga Journey to Lake Rotoiti, a powerful and formative experience 
where they connected with one another, with the whenua, and with their 
growing sense of responsibility and leadership. We thank the staff who led 
and supported this journey with care and aroha. 

Our sporting life has been equally vibrant. Whether on the court, course or field, Garin athletes have shown pride, passion 
and perseverance. Highlights included our Queen Charlotte Sports Exchange, NZSS Sailing Championships, TSS 
tournaments in Golf, Squash, Futsal and SuperNet, as well as the continued energy of our Winter Sport competitions. 
We’re incredibly grateful to the many coaches, managers, teachers and whānau who support our teams and enable our 
students to grow through sport. 

This term has also been a celebration of the arts and cultural life of our school. Te Wairua o Ngā Mahi Toi was a 
stunning showcase of performance and creativity, and we are especially thankful to our Arts Leaders, Abbie Parker and 
Naima Selg , for their leadership and dedication. Their work, alongside each of our House Captains and staff, brought our 
college alive with energy, talent and joy.  



 

Te Wiki o Matariki was another treasured moment in our term. Our Ngā Amorangi 
leaders, Ayla Turner and Caitlin Gorn, led with mana, reminding us of the 
significance of Matariki as a time to reflect, remember, and renew. Our Matariki 
Hāngī was a powerful expression of whanaungatanga and manaakitanga, a 
heartfelt thank you to all whānau who helped prepare, serve and share this meal. It 
was a true expression of community in action. 

Our Catholic faith has remained central to all we do. We began the term 
with a reflective ANZAC Day Liturgy and gathered again for our uplifting 
Mass of Creativity, where student voice and expression were beautifully 
woven through prayer.  At the O’Shea Shield in Whanganui, our students 
represented Garin College with distinction, winning accolades in Junior 
prepared Speech, Debating and Oratory. Their success was matched 
only by their spirit, and we give thanks for the staff who travelled with and 
supported them. 

I also acknowledge the incredible mahi of our staff — teachers, support workers, tutors and kaiako — who guide and uplift 
our students each day. Their dedication is seen not only in their teaching, but in the time given to mentoring, tutoring, 
coaching and care. To our parents and caregivers, thank you for your partnership and trust. Your presence at interviews, 
events, games, and liturgies strengthens our shared mission. 

As we now pause for a well-deserved break, we do so with full hearts. This term has reminded us that when we come 
together in faith and purpose, there is nothing we cannot achieve.  

We look forward to the journey of Term 3, filled with new challenges and opportunities, confident that the spirit of whānau, 
community, and participation will continue to guide us. 

Enrolments for 2026 are open. We have our Parent Information Evening in our College Gym 7.00pm, Wednesday 
16 July and our Open Day 12.00pm (midday), Wednesday 23 July. If you have family or friends considering 
secondary schooling for their children, please encourage them to contact our school office for inquiry and an 
application pack.  

Thank you for the care, support and encouragement you provide your learners. I look forward to re-engaging with each of 
you again next term. 

We pray for those within our community who have been impacted by the heavy rains and flooding across the region this 
week. May God's love, care and compassion be evident in their lives at this time. If you have been impacted or you know 
of a family in our community needing our support at this time, please do contact me via email 
johnmaguire@garincollege.nz 

Kia tau te rangimārie me te aroha o te Atua ki a tātou. - May the peace and love of God be with us all.  

Ngā manaakitanga  
 
John Maguire  
 
Principal 
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